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The Value of Together 


By Hal Hannaford, Headmaster 
he COVID-19 pandemic has 


made life complicated, different, 

overwhelming, reflective, creative 
and interesting, not to mention a 
challenge. Selwyn House @ Home was a 
reflection of all of these varied states, but 
in the end, due to our commitment to 
maintaining the priority of community, 
our distance-learning program continues 
to be a huge success. It was by no means 
the way I foresaw the ending of my 
career, but truthfully, I have so much to 
be grateful for that I cannot complain. I 
have felt love, warmth, and caring from 
so many, and in the end that is what I 
will take with me when I leave. 

The Known & Loved Gala was billed 
as a tribute to both Susan and myself. 
We were determined to help create a 
fund enabling Selwyn House School to 
train teachers and staff in mental wellness first aid. That still 
remains the purpose and goal. I am hopeful that the gala 
will still happen at some later date. The initiative is just too 
important, not simply for us, but for the school and the entire 
Selwyn House community. By now, many of you know the 
story of Susan’s journey and my own hard-fought trials with 
symptoms of mental illness. Together, we have attempted to 
bring more light to these issues. We have both become stronger 
as a result. The presentation we gave at the International Boys’ 
Schools Coalition annual conference one year ago has now 
been repeated to many different audiences, including once to 
the entire Middle and Senior School student body. That talk 
was on the Monday before March Break. I left for Philadelphia 
and the NAIS annual conference on Wednesday, and thus 
one regret I have is that I never had the chance to follow up 
with the students. The insight of teenage boys about personal 
adversity is always inspiring. There is much to ponder from that 
presentation, and for my final article in VERITAS, I want to 
remind you of those takeaways that have helped me throughout 
my career, as a father, as a husband and as a friend. Let me begin 
by reminding you of my definition of a great school: 

A Great School is one that strives to become a truly Relational 
School, dedicated to the Glory of Education, while at the same 
time placing the highest possible emphasis on the development 
of a vibrant, strong, progressive, and exciting Faculty Culture. 

It is important to keep this definition in mind as I review the 
lessons we wished to convey in our presentation; 

1. Being positive is a state of mind. Each day you can make 
that choice. Remind yourself that you alone have that power. 
2. We are not here to achieve or learn or accomplish, we are 


here to experience, which means that 
everyone has an equal chance of finding 
happiness and living a purposeful life. 
3. Mental illness often has the capacity 
to open doors rather than shut them. 
This is all about the first truth of 
VERITAS: Be True to Yourself. When 
you know yourself, you can then 
believe in yourself, and your struggles, 
no matter how arduous, can be turned 
into advantages in life. Resilience comes 
from navigating a difficulty. 
4. Your most important lifeline is your 
relationship with yourself and others. 
It is nearly impossible to climb out of 
illness or darkness alone. 
5. Everyone needs help. 
6. Everyone needs to learn how to ask 
for help. 
7. The development of connection 
should be the cornerstone of every 
school’s purpose and strategy. 
8. The people who are the most difficult to connect with, 
our most challenging students, need love and connection as 
much as anyone else. 
Dee Anideetcyctyone se VEU RVON Em needs 
connection. 
10. Being untethered from others is a door to both mental 
and physical illness. 
11. Bearing witness to the turnaround of a student who has 
been sidelined for any reason has a profound impact on every 
member of the school community. 
12. Despite any kind of physical symptom, be it mental 
or physical, you can still live with purpose and happiness, 
which ultimately leads to success, achievement, and 
accomplishment. 
13. It is not a question of being cured, it is about embracing 
and owning who you are. 

Iam a lucky man. | am a privileged man. My journey with 
Susan has been an adventure, a blessing, and filled with life 
lessons. I learned firsthand the value of a true partner in love 
(Thank you, Minna. I will use this expression for a long time). 
I have some strong feelings about where education is heading in 
the future. I remain hopeful, and what I know for sure is that 
partners, friends, relationships, connection, and self-awareness 
will make the greatest difference in the lives of our boys, our 
men, our future. I leave you with one final strategic thought: 
VERITAS. Strategic planning is complete. 

Thank you, everyone. Selwyn House made me a better 
person. 


love and 
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Hal Hannaford retires after 11 yrs 


al Hannaford retired on July 1, after 

11 years as the eighth headmaster 

of Selwyn House School. On the 
eve of his departure, Hal sat down with 
Veritas to review some of the highlights of 
his term as head of the school. 


Veritas: Everyone who knows you knows 
that youre all about relationships. 

Hal: I am a very proud teacher by 
profession, but my strength is not 
pedagogical development or curriculum 
development. That stuff is really 
important, but it’s not as important as 
the other stuff. And the other stuff is 
relational. 

If you ever look at my “Definition of a 
Great School,” which is among my articles 
in Veritas, it says that a great school strives 
to bea relational school. I would say that, 
unless you are committed to becoming 
a relational school, there is no possible 
way you can achieve greatness. It has to 
be at the forefront, even strategically. For 
a boys’ school it’s absolutely mandatory. 
The line is: “Relationships are the 
medium by which boys learn best.” If 
youre interested in pedagogy, but you're 
not a relational school, you will not be 


strong pedagogically. 


Veritas: Where did you learn that? 

Hal: | learned it growing up at summer 
camp, then getting involved at camp and 
becoming a camp director. Some schools 
have been criticized for being run like a 
camp. Then you realize, “Oh yeah, that’s 
a really good school.” 

When I was growing up, my father 
was very much like that. He and John 
Latimer, the director of the camp, were 
my two great mentors, and they were just 
relational people. That was everything 
to them. So, as I became a teacher, then 
you see that. You don’t say, “I’m going to 
be a relational teacher.” You just evolve, 
evolve, evolve. 

So, I think it was about 20 years into 
my headship—probably just before I 
came to Selwyn House—it just all came 
together. I was exposed to the concept 
of “Known and Loved,” for example. It 
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was not my concept, but we brought it 
into Royal St. George’s. If boys are going 
to succeed, they need to be known and 
loved. 


So, the whole vision of VERITAS, 


which was “Be true to yourself, etc.,” 


so much of that became relational, “the 
glory of education,” which is the concept 
of taking a D student and occasionally 
being able to turn him into a B student. 

Nick Johnson didn’t need Selwyn 
House. (See page 8.) He would have been 
a great student no matter where he went 
to school. But part of the reason for his 
success is that he was exposed to the glory 
of education. If you want provide a real 
good program for the high-end students, 
they need to be exposed to all kinds of 
diversity, including attitudinal diversity, 
behavioural diversity, etc. 

So, youre right: relationships, that’s the 
theme. 


Veritas: What has been your proudest 
achievement at Selwyn House? 

Hal: That's a really easy answer for me. 
Its the branding of VERITAS. Before 
that, VERITAS was just a word under 
our crest. No one really defined what it 
meant. 


A lot of headmasters get measured 
by what was built, or their school’s 
endowment. And that is completely 
irrelevant to me. But the VERITAS thing 
is the real work. All of a sudden it became 
alive, and it meant something. 

Today, our students go, “That's not 
very VERITAS, Sir.” So when you start 
hearing that, you say, “Wow, this means 
something.” They can all recite what it 
means, but some of them really, actually 
think about it. So, I believe that is an 
achievement. That’s the one thing I’m 
most proud of. I do think it would be a 
shame if that were not built upon. 

Pick any other independent school 
in Montreal. Does anyone know their 
brand? But, what’s the brand at Selwyn 
House? “VERITAS.” Achieving that 


takes a collective will of everyone. 


Veritas: After your years at Selwyn 
House, do you have any regrets? 

Hal: No. Gazillions of mistakes, for sure. 
Real botch-ups. But I’ve made a career 
out of recovering from my mistakes. I’m 
pretty good at that. The biggest regrets 
that I have are always when I deviate 
from my principles. 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Mike Downey new Headmaster 


ike Downey has become the 
ninth headmaster of Selwyn 
House School, taking over from 
Hal Hannaford on July 1. Previously 
serving as Assistant Headmaster and 
Head of Senior School, Mr. Downey 
has worked at the school as a teacher, 
coach and administrator for 30 years. 

SHA Board Chairman Jonathan 
Goldbloom made the announcement 
to faculty and staff on the morning of 
November 13, and shortly afterward 
to the students. Parents and alumni 
were simultaneously informed of the 
decision by email. 

“We scoured the world,’ Mr. 
Goldbloom said of the search process. 
“We interviewed people from Hong 
Kong, California, Ontario and here in 
Montreal. And what we discovered is 
that the best candidate is right here in 
our own backyard. We have someone 
amongst us who knows and _ loves 
Selwyn House. He knows all the staff and faculty, he knows 
all the students, he knows all the parents and he knows all the 
alumni. And one thing that came through in the process is the 
enormous amount of respect all of us have for him.” 

The announcement was met with a standing ovation from 
the faculty and staff, as well as from the Middle School and 
Senior School students. 

At Selwyn House School, Mr. Downey has taught ecology, 
biology, physical science, chemistry, science & technology, 
environmental science, and math. He has coached football, 
hockey, rugby, tennis, basketball, and ball hockey. 

“T couldn't be more excited for the future of the school,” said 
retiring Headmaster Hal Hannaford. “’’m convinced Mike 
Downey will be one of Canada’s great heads of school.” 

In his first address to the Selwyn House community, Mr. 


| 


Downey thanked “teachers who were 
asked to switch their teaching methods 
on a dime, parents who have had to 
become home schoolers, and students 
who stepped up to the plate and 
worked hard through the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 

“Tt’s been a great year and I’m proud 
to say I was part of Selwyn House 
during this time,” he said. “It was as 
positive a spring as it could be.” 

“Tm very excited about the fall. 
We are working very hard to return 
to school. We believe that kids need 
to be with other kids. We believe 
that the social side of school is so, so 
important.” 

“Ms. Brenda Montgomery has been 
looking at all the possible scenarios. 
Depending upon what the government 
restrictions are, we would like to get as 
many boys into the school as often as 
possible.” 

The new headmaster recognized two newsenior administrators 
starting in 2020. Neil Banerjee has been hired to replace Mr. 
Downey as Head of Senior School, while Sebastien Lajoie has 
moved from his position as Learning Strategist to become 
the new head of Middle School, replacing the retiring Carol 
Manning. 

“If we've only learned one thing from this pandemic, it’s that 
we are all in this together,” said Mr. Downey. Everything that’s 
happening around the world is affecting everyone else. We 
need to be aware of that. Everything we do as people affects 
everybody else. So, it’s important that, as you go through life 
you always take care of one another. You always be kind and 
respectful to everybody at all times. This is very, very important, 
and I will insist on it.” 


Hal Hannaford will receive Speirs Medal 


On June 12, Michael Avedesian ’88, Chairman of the Selwyn House Association Board 
of Directors, along with Headmaster Mike Downey, announced that Retiring Headmaster 


Hal Hannaford will be the 2020 recipient of the Speirs Medal. The Speirs Medal, named 

for former Headmaster the late Dr. Robert Speirs, is the highest honour the school can 
bestow upon any member of its community. It is presented each year as part of the school’s 
observance of Founder’s Day, which is an occasion to honour the school’s founder, 
Lieutenant Algernon Lucas. 
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Hal Hannaford relives 11 years as headmaster 


(Continued from page 4) 


My dad used to say: “Challenge your convictions and challenge your 
beliefs. Pll do that for you, too.” When you are convinced something is right, 
you can't do the other thing because you will not survive if you do something 
you don’t feel is right. So, the Board of Directors is playing the role of my 
father. It’s challenging my convictions. 

I have tons of respect for the governance function; it’s absolutely necessary, 
the ultimate check. I like the Board to challenge my convictions, but, if ’m 
convinced something's right I’m not going to waver. 

If I were doing anything again, I wish I had been more articulate about my 
philosophical outlook on discipline earlier on. Punishment doesn’t work. It’s 
going to make things worse. It’s bullying in reverse. We're not going to do that. 
The greatest form of consequence for a boy is when he disappoints someone 
he truly admires and respects, that’s a relational solution to discipline. 


Veritas: What has it been like steering the school through the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

Hal: One thing I’ve been good at all through my career is handling crises. 
For whatever reason, I’ve always been good at it. Little things can always 
irritate me, but the big stuff, I just get focused and do it. So, for me, to be 
really honest, it was a very engaging time. I couldn't be a lame duck, right? I 
came back from March Break early, from the Old Boys’ Reunions in London 
and Paris. Susan and I came back and, boom, we were thrust into this. And 
so, I found it very invigorating. It wasn’t preferred, but there were many 
positives. It wasn’t negative for me. 

For example, how do you know you have a senior management team 
that’s any good? You don’t really know till you have a really tough time, 
right? And boy, they're really good. The ultimate definition of leadership 
is: “Management is the science of getting people to do things. Leadership 
is the art of getting people to want to do things, and want to do them 
well.” 


Veritas: What is the most important thing students learn at Selwyn 
House? 

Hal: If I were being slang about it, I would say, as we joke, “good guys 
who work hard.” Figure out what being a good guy is, and learn how 
to work hard. 

Minna Shulman was very influential on this. She and I talked 
about the concept of “Happy people are the ones who are going 
to be successful, and not the other way around.” And happy is 
about your family and your friendships and being kind, that 
type of stuff. The whole thing of boys being partners in love, and 
understanding that has such a profound impact. Why isn’t that a 
part of education? Why aren’t we doing more with that? 


Veritas: What do we learn from our students? 
Hal: They teach us that respect is really important. We, as 
teachers, want respect shown to us, but they teach us that if we 
don’t show the same respect to them, it’s not going to work, and 
there are classic examples of it. 

They remind us to be spontaneous, and the value of friendships, 
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and we watch how they get along, how they’re able to rise above things and 
the stresses that they go through. But this is a funny world and, if anything, 
as we get less connected, we need to be more connected. 


Veritas: How is your family doing, and what are your retirement plans? 
Hal: My son, Reid 2012, is working in New York doing media production 
and podcasts for a company called Blockworks, but he is really a filmmaker at 
heart, and is putting finishing touches on his feature film that was scheduled 
to be screened at South by Southwest, but got cancelled due to the pandemic. 

My daughter, Alisse, is an infectious disease resident at University of 
Pennsylvania Hospital in Philadelphia, where she’s been serving on the front 
line of the fight against the pandemic. She recently gave a Zoom lecture to 
Selwyn House students for the School of Life program. 

My wife, Susan, is writing her fourth book, which I would describe as a 
work of literary fiction dealing with temptation. 

I regret that when Susan and I did our presentation on mental wellness, we 
were not able to follow up on it. The planned Known and Loved Gala would 
have helped to endow the Doherty Hannaford Mental Wellness Fund, which 
has as its objective to see that every independent school in Canada trains 
their staff in mental wellness first aid. Susan and I will be speaking on this 
topic in New Zealand in May. 

I intend to spend five months a year at my family place in Maine, and I will 
continue to be a trustee for the International Boys’ Schools Coalition. At the 
same time, I’m not averse to working. I’m excited for whatever opportunities 
might come along. I’m in preliminary talks with Harvard about giving a 
course in relational schools. 

Ideally, the years between 65 and 80 should be like being 30 again. Life is 
a great adventure. Now you can be 30 again, but on your own terms. 


NEWS 


Hal Hannaford 
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Nicholas Johnson draws high praise 


he name Nicholas Johnson 

practically became a household 

word throughout North 
America when it was announced 
on April 27 that the 2015 Selwyn 
House School graduate was the 
first black student to ever be named 
valedictorian of a graduating class at 
Princeton University. 

The story was quickly picked up 
by every major news organization 
in the U.S. and Canada, prompting 
three prominent members of the 
American black political community 
to publicly praise him. Former First 
Lady Michelle Obama, U.S. Senator 
Kamala Harris of California, 
and U.S. Senator Cory Booker 
of New Jersey all tweeted their 
congratulations. 

“This Princeton alum is so proud 
of you, Nick!” wrote Ms. Obama. 
“Congratulations on becoming 
valedictorian—and making history. 
I have a feeling this is just the 
beginning for you, and I cannot wait 
to see everything you continue to achieve.” 

Nick said he was “incredibly grateful and honoured” to 
be named valedictorian, especially in view of the fact that 
Princeton has a history of association with slavery, with nine of 
the university's presidents having once owned slaves. 

“The reason there’s been all this attention is because, after 
they confirmed that I was the first black valedictorian, a friend 
from Princeton tweeted it and it went viral,” Nicholas told 
Veritas. 

“Just yesterday, I did a panel with Princeton focused on 
mentorship in STEM fields, the point being that that’s also a 
very important part of my story, and one that hasn’t really been 
emphasized with all the coverage. That was Princeton's attempt 
to try and show that there are other parts of my path other 
than just the fact that I’m the first black valedictorian. So, I did 
appreciate that, as well.” 
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The valedictorian speech Nicholas 
delivered online as part of the virtual 
graduation ceremony of Princeton 
University on May 31 was about 
the act of building. In addition 
to building tangible objects, he 
said, “we have built communities, 
relationships, traditions, innovative 
algorithms and lasting memories.” 

Nicholas expressed sympathy for 
victims of COVID-19, a disease 
that, he said, “is not going to 
disappear quickly and will likely 
give rise to a new normal.” 

But, he added, “Today marks a 
new beginning,” one that has “forced 
us to re-evaluate our structures and 
functions within society.” 

He exhorted his fellow students 
to “Fight passionately to ensure 
that this stressful period of sacrifice 
will be remembered as a moment in 
history when diversity of thought, 
creativity, passion and _ bravery 
conquered fear of a common threat 
to humankind.” 

“With perseverance,” he said, “we will overcome.” 


SHS Valedictorian 
This is not the first time Nick has been the first black student 
to graduate as valedictorian from a prestigious educational 
institution. Five years ago, in his valedictory address at Selwyn 
House graduation ceremonies, Head Prefect Nicholas Johnson's 
message was also one of gratitude. He thanked the teachers 
in the school’s French program for transforming a totally 
unilingual young boy into a fluently bilingual young man. He 
thanked the Board of Directors, Old Boys’ Association and the 
school’s donors for the financial aid he benefited from since 
Grade 7. And he thanked his classmates for making him feel 

part of “a unique form of brotherhood.” 
“Truly great friends are hard to find, difficult to leave behind 
and impossible to forget,” he said. “The bonds we formed at 
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for being valedictorian at Princeton 


Selwyn House will never dissipate.” 

“Selwyn House has splendidly 
supported our social and emotional 
development in a climate of inclusivity 
and respect for diversity,’ Nicholas said. 
“Let us never forget the lessons we have 
learned here.” 

Nicholas walked away with a number 
of distinctions that day in 2015, 
winning the Lucas Memorial Medal, 
the Governor General’s Bronze Medal 
for Academic Distinction, the Physics 
Award, the Francais Plus award, and 
being co-recipient of the Calculus and 
Chemistry prizes. 

His reputation as an outstanding 
student at Selwyn House was already 
well-established by this time. In addition 
to excelling in music and basketball, 
Nicholas was known to play undefeated 


Operations Research, he explains, 
is “the study of how to make good 
decisions with limited information and 
with limited resources in uncertain 
environments. That framework has a 
lot of concrete applications that have 
been helping us react and respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” 

For example, such research can predict 
the effectiveness of social distancing 
measures, as well as an individual’s risk 
of contracting the virus or recovering 
from the disease. 

“Social distancing is one of the best 
tools we currently have in our tool belt 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19,” 
Nicholas points out. His research could 
be used to pair up social distancing 
skeptics with persons who believe in the 
practice. 


matches to repeatedly win provincial 
chess titles, and to regularly take home 
gold and silver from provincial science 
fairs for his engineering projects. 

Nicholas’ prize-winning ways 
continued at Princeton, where he 
won The Shapiro Prize for Academic 
Excellence, The Princeton University 
Class of 1883 English Prize for Freshmen 
in Engineering, and The Class of 1939 
Princeton Scholar Award. 

At Princeton, Nicholas maintained a 
perfect 4.0 grade-point average. This fall, 
he will embark on a PhD program in 
Operations Research at MIT, developing 


theory to unify optimization and 


machine learning. 


“Imagine creating a public health 
intervention to increase adherence to 
the practice of social distancing,’ he 
says. “The work I did in my thesis would 
be extremely applicable to solving that 
problem.” 

“We are all thrilled—and proud—for 
Nick, and at the same time it does not 
come as a complete surprise,” says Selwyn 
House Headmaster Hal Hannaford. “He 
is extremely talented, but what is most 
impressive is how he exudes the values 
of Selwyn House. He is true to himself, 
true to others, and true to his place. He 
is a true VERITAS man.” 

On the same day as his Princeton 
valedictorian speech, Nicholas took the 


Nicholas with his mother, 
Dr. Anita Brown Johnson, 
at the 2015 Grad Dance. 


time to send a message of congratulation 
to students graduating from Selwyn 
House. “Congratulations to each and 
every one of you in the Class of 2020,” he 
wrote. As you move on to CEGEP, prep 
school or some other adventure, always 
know that you have a whole community 
of Selwyn Old Boys, family and friends 
cheering you on every step of the way.” 

Busy as he is, Nicholas continues to 
support his former high school. On 
June 4, he posed for the cover photo for 
Veritas, and, on June 11, he took time 
to conduct an online Zoom session with 
the Selwyn House AP Calculus class 
about the versatility and importance of 
applied mathematics. 
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Old Boy leads Canada’s economic recovery 


iff Macklem, who graduated from 

Selwyn House in 1978, has been 

appointed governor of the Bank of 
Canada, it was announced May 1. 

For the past six years, Tiff has served 
as dean of the University of Toronto's 
Rotman School of Management. Prior 
to that, he was senior deputy governor 
of the Bank of Canada, where he had 
served since 1984. 

Before his appointment at the Bank, 
Tiff served as associate deputy minister 
of the federal Department of Finance 
and Canada’s finance deputy at the G7 
and G20. He also served as chair of 
the Standing Committee on Standards 
Implementation of the Financial 
Stability Board. In that role, he worked 
to establish an international system 
of peer review to promote and assess 
the implementation of new financial 
standards across the 24 most financially 
important countries in the world. 

Born in Montreal, Tiff graduated 
from Queen’s University in 1983 with 
a Bachelor’s degree in economics, and 
completed a Master's degree and a 
PhD in economics at the University of 
Western Ontario. In 1984, he joined the 
Bank of Canada in the Department of 
Monetary and Financial Analysis for one 
year. He returned to the Bank in 1989 
following the completion of his PhD. 
Macklem occupied increasingly senior 
positions in the Research Department 
(now Canadian Economic Analysis) 
until his appointment as chief in January 
2000. He was appointed adviser to the 
governor in August 2003. In 2004, he 
was seconded to the Department of 
Finance, returning to the Bank as a 
deputy governor in December 2004. He 
re-joined Finance as associate deputy 
minister in 2007. 

“Tiff Macklem brings a deep 
knowledge of the Canadian economy 
and financial markets,” said Canada’s 
Minister of Finance, Bill Morneau at the 
announcement of Tiff’s appointment. 

“He was one of Canada’s leading 
economic stewards during the 2008 
financial crisis, expertise that will serve 
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Tiff Macklem ’78 (left) with William Daly ’52 at the 2018 Selwyn House Reunion 


Canada well as we work to deal with the 
COVID-19 crisis,” said Morneau. 

In his first speech as governor, Tiff 
said Canada can expect to see economic 
growth in the third quarter of this year 
as people are called back to work and 
households resume some of their normal 
activities as restrictions ease. 


SE 


But he warns that Canadians shouldn't 
expect the short and sharp economic 
bounce-back predicted for the coming 
months to last. 

“The recovery will likely be prolonged 
and bumpy, with the potential for 
setbacks along the way,” he said. 


SS aa 


Tiff Macklem at Selwyn House Career Day in 2008 
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Minna Shulman honoured as 
‘Queen of Known and Loved’ 


ounders Day 2019 broke all 

attendance records with the 

presentation of the Speirs Medal 
to retired Dean of Students Minna 
Shulman on November 28. Ten previous 
Speirs Medal recipients and a huge 
crowd of family and friends of Selwyn 
House School filled Coristine Hall for 
the presentation of the highest honour 
the school can bestow. 

Retired last year after 20 years at Selwyn 
House, the woman who personifies the 
maxim that every student—indeed, 
every person—at the school should be 
known and loved is, herself, known and 
loved by everyone in the Selwyn House 


community. 


This sentiment was made obvious by 
the tributes made to her by colleagues 
such as Betty Goldwarg, a parent of two 
Selwyn House Old Boys and a co-worker 
from Minna’ earlier career in social work, 
who introduced the guest of honour. 
“It’s impossible to walk anywhere in 
Westmount with Minna without being 
stopped by people wanting to hug her, 
to speak to her, and to let her know how 
grateful they are for her presence in their 
lives,” Ms. Goldwarg said. 

“With the exception of [my wife] Susan 
and my own father, there is no one—no 
one—who has had a greater influence on 
my professional life than Minna,” said 
Headmaster Hal Hannaford. “We are all 
better people for many of her decisions.” 

He described Minna’s talent as sheer 
genius. “It’s authentic, it requires 
intuition and it comes from her ability 
to care so deeply about everyone she 
works with,” he said. 


“This is a Speirs Medal that is based on 
true love.” 

Headmaster Emeritus Will Mitchell, 
who, as Hal Hannaford’s predecessor, 
hired Minna at Selwyn House, had these 
words of congratulation: “I am forever 
grateful for the positive impact you had 
on campus life from the moment you 
arrived. For faculty, parents and students, 
you humanized the school in profound 
ways and helped all understand that 
the way we treat each other is perhaps 
the most important thing to teach and 
learn.” 

In her acceptance speech, Minna said 
she felt blessed and grateful. 

“To be honoured for what one loves 
to do, for being involved in the lives of 
others, for hearing real-life stories every 
day... is really a dream come true for 
someone like me. 

“I feel honoured by your trust and 
your love.” 


Known and Loved. The Shulman-Rotman family, from left: 
Anna Rotman, Maia Rotman, Stephen Rotman, Minna Shulman, 
Katie Rotman, Daniel Rotman, Megan Ainscow 
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mile returns to 


onathan Emile 2003 returned to 
the sights and sounds of his family 
home in Jamaica for his most recent 
album, Spaces-in-Between, released in 
January 2020 on Bob Marley’s record 
label, Tuff Gong. The first single, 
“Savanna” is an ode to his family’s home 
town of Savanna-la-Mar, Westmoreland. 

“My mom’s from Jamaica, so we went 
there every year or two, so when I go back 
I speak Patois,” says Jonathan. “It’s like a 
different language, so when I’m there I 
speak French or Patois or whatever.” 

“Whenever I go back to Jamaica it’s 
like a pilgrimage or a birthright, where 
I get to rediscover and uncover parts of 
myself,” says Jonathan. “The song tries 
to capture and communicate this and 
the love I feel for a place I call home.” 

This spirit was conveyed to Selwyn 
House students in Grades 3-11 when 
Jonathan visited the school on February 
5 to give a unique presentation for Black 
History Month. 

Since he graduated from Selwyn 
House, Jonathan has gone on to become 
a well-established hip-hop and reggae 
recording artist, rapper, singer, producer, 
activist and cancer survivor who has 
taken his artistry around the world and 
has worked with some of the biggest 
names in pop music. 

He has recorded with Kendrick Lamar, 
and has opened for artists like Sean Paul 
and Nelly. He has been named to the 
longlist for two Grammy awards, one 
for his solo hip-hop recordings and one 
as lead vocalist with the Franco Proietti 
Morphtet, a group he appeared with at 
the 2014 Montreal Jazz Festival. 

At Selwyn House, his Black History 
Month presentation began with a video 
of his hit song “Heroes,” followed by a 
talk in which he paid tribute to his father 
and other real-life heroes, people “larger 
than life,” such as Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., Mahatma Ghandi, and 
Sir Winston Churchill. This led to the 
thesis of his talk: music as “a tool for 
communication and social change.” 

He spoke of how, when slaves were 
brought to North America from Africa, 
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Jamaican roots 


they were stripped of their culture, but 
music allowed them to maintain their 
roots. 

“Our language was taken away, our 
religion, families broken apart, self- 
determination and purpose stripped 
away. Music remained as a singular force 
for bringing these people together. And 
they used music to celebrate, to mourn, 
to deal with their emotions, and this 
continues to this day.” 

He spoke of Harriet Tubman, an 


escaped slave who worked through 
the Underground Railroad to smuggle 
hundreds of slaves to Canada. He sang 
“Wade in the Water,” a Negro spiritual 
that he said is code for a technique 
runaway slaves used for eluding the dogs 
searching for them. 


He played “Blowir’ in the Wind” by 


Bob Dylan and “A Change is Gonna 
Come” by Sam Cooke, two songs of 
protest that were popular during the 
American civil rights struggle in the 
1960s. 

Jonathan concluded his presentation 
with a moving rendition of “Redemption 
Song” by Bob Marley. 

“Black History Month is not just for 
black people,” he said. “It’s for everybody, 
as an example of the human struggle and 
human persistence.” 


A Taste of Reggae 


Before his latest album, most of 
Jonathan’s previous music was hip-hop, 
so it took his producers by surprise when 
he undertook to record a reggae album 
done live in the studio with a live band. 

“ve always had a little taste of reggae 


in the music but I always felt more 
connected to hip-hop,” Jonathan told 
Veritas. “So, | was recording a hip-hop 
album and there was, like, five minutes 
left in the session and I was like ‘I wanna 
show you guys a new track.’ So, I did a 
new song called “Try a Little More?’ and 
I came out of the booth and they were 
just looking at me. I’m like “What's the 
problem?’ And they said, “You've got to 
do a reggae album.” 

“So, I decided to just dive into it and 
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Jonathan Emile 


At age 17, Jonathan was given only a 
slim chance of surviving a rare form of 
cancer. He underwent three surgeries and 
intensive radiation and chemotherapy 
treatments. He emerged from the 
experience filled with hope for the future 
of the planet, the future of music, and 
his own future. 

“The treatment made me examine 
what was really important,” he says. “I 
realized I didn’t have all the time in the 
world. “The illness put my philosophy to 


write a whole reggae album over a period 
of a month.” 

“We were in Jamaica for two weeks 
and it was exhausting,” he said. “I went 
down there with a social media team 
and some videographers, so they did the 
video and documented everything, so we 
just got a lot of stuff and we are putting 
it out in pieces.” 

The day he visited Selwyn House, 
Jonathan was preparing for his Montreal 
release party for his new album that same 
evening, sandwiched in between launch 
gigs in Brooklyn and Toronto. 

Jonathan admits that he had not fully 
discovered his musical gifts while still at 
Selwyn House. “Coming from public 
school, Selwyn was tough for me, so | 
really just focused on academics,” he 
said. “I was struggling in Grade 7 and | 
graduated with honours by an inch. So 
honestly, I just did music for fun on the 
side. It’s when I left Selwyn House that 
I found it so easy and IJ had all this time, 
so that’s when I allowed myself to get 
more into it. 

“After Selwyn House, I went to Dawson 
in Cinema and Communications, and 
then I studied philosophy and political 
science at McGill. The music sort of 
took off and took me in a new direction. 
But [academic studies] is something | 
definitely want to get back into.” 


the test, and it has endured.” 

In 2005 he founded Mind Peace 
Love (MPL) Enterprises, whose name 
expresses the intellectual, spiritual and 
emotional pillars of Jonathan’s personal 
philosophy. The business has grown into 
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a “conscious art company’ involving not 
only music, but also film production and 
a line of “fair-trade” clothing that doesn’t 
use sweatshop labour. 

He says he is grateful to his parents, 
not only for “sending me to the right 
school,” but for instilling in him the 
beginnings of his philosophy of life. 

Selwyn House classmate Nick Tsoukas 
2003 is an artist-and-repertoire man for 
MPL, as well as a partner in a restaurant 
and a marketing company. 

Jonathan sees his music as being very 
different from that of most commercial 
hip-hop, which, he says, is “saturated 
with ‘gangsta [images] and misogyny. 
People associate hip-hop with negativity.” 
The MPL approach is to make music 
that is “reverent and relevant,” to foster 
revolution based on re-examination, one 
that is “more open, less conflicting,” and 
that looks at everything from the three 
perspectives expressed in the company’s 
name. 


Jonathan Emile with SHS teachers Jon Merritt 2004 (left) and Marty Boyle 
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Virus leads to Selwyn House @ Home 


n mid-March, as the Coronavirus 

pandemic spread without warning, 

closing schools around the world, 
Selwyn House School had to immediately 
create an online learning system that 
would maintain the academic excellence 
for which the school has long been 
famous. 

The first order of business was to 
create a dedicated website called “Selwyn 
House @ Home,” that contained all the 
information for students to continue 
their studies from home. 

In this new school reality, students 
were sent a link to a weekly schedule. 
They checked in online at 8:30 a.m. and 
participated in four 40-minute periods 
each morning. This was followed by a 
study period with a teacher available for 
consultation. 

Students were invited to attend 
assemblies and other group sessions on 
Zoom, a popular video conferencing app. 
Attendance was taken and homework 
assigned, just like in a traditional class. 

In the afternoon, students took part 
in online activities, including a check- 
in with phys-ed teachers, online school 
assemblies, or experiential education 
workshops. 

The school day ended at 1:45, after 
which students were encouraged to get 
some exercise, work on a hobby or help 
out around the house. 

Brenda Montgomery, Director 
Academic Innovation and Growth 
at Selwyn House, says she was 
inspired by how everyone in 
the community co-operated to 
keep the school functioning. 
“Everyone was very supportive and 
understanding of what is really 
important, she says. “Everyone 
was learning, and the students 
became more organized.” 

“There's nothing like a crisis to 
accelerate innovation.” 


For younger students, the 
situation called for a much more 
exible framework. “I cant 


imagine a Kindergarten student 
sitting in front of a computer 
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The perfect social-distance handshake. Headmaster Hannaford greets Dylan Silver 2020. 


screen for too long a time,” says Selwyn 
House Elementary School Head Kathy 
Funamoto. 

In addition to Zoom, Selwyn House 
already had a lot of experience using 
Seesaw. This digital portfolio app allows 
students to post their work where it can 
be reviewed by teachers and parents. For 
three years, Elementary students had 
been using Seesaw a few times a week. 
When the pandemic hit, it became 
multiple times a day. “They were, for the 


; 


Izzy 2017 (left) and Enoch 2020 Tamale 


most part, already prepared to become 
distance learners,” says Mrs. Funamoto. 

When it came time for year-end athletic 
celebrations and graduation ceremonies 
for Kindergarten and Grades 6 and 8, 
these were held online with pre-recorded 
video speeches and presentations. 

The Grade 11 Graduation has been 
postponed until November 27. To 
create a celebration of the year end, the 
Selwyn House Experiential Education 
Department organized a) three 
day “Drive-Bye” event, where 
graduating families stopped by 
the school one at a time and were 
greeted outdoors by teachers and 
staff members. 

No one knows what school will 
be like in September, so Selwyn 
House is preparing for three 
possible scenarios: regular classes, 
online classes, or a hybrid schedule. 

“Our small-school advantage 
gives us greater flexibility going 
forward,” says retiring Headmaster 
Hal Hannaford. “At this time, 
more than ever, at Selwyn House 
we truly value community over 
curriculum.” 
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Banerjee new Head of Senior School 


n April 1, incoming Headmaster 

Mike Downey announced the 

© appointment of Neil Banerjee 

as the next Head of Senior School at 

Selwyn House. He officially began his 
new role on August 1, 2020. 

Mr. Banerjee previously held the 
position of principal at Kell’s Academy. 
Prior to that, he was assistant director 
at Pearson Adult and Career Centre and 
vice-principal at Beurling Academy. Mr. 
Banerjee’s teaching experience is in the 
field of physical education and media 
technology in the IB MYP program with 
the Lester B. Pearson School Board. 

Mr. Banerjee holds a Bachelor of 
Education degree and a Master’s of 
Educational Leadership from McGill 
University. He has also served on the 
board of governors for the Greater 
Montreal Athletic Association and has 
coached a variety of sports. 


Throughout his career, Mr. Banerjee 
has actively worked on programs for 
the academic, social, and emotional 
development of young people. He has 
demonstrated his support for athletics, 
the arts, yearbook, and many other 
extracurricular activities. He is both a 
participant and proponent of continuing 
professional development. 

As an educational leader, Mr. Banerjee 
indicated that he was compelled by 
Selwyn House's vision and commitment 
to VERITAS. In his own words, “The 
Selwyn House vision resonated with me, 
as | am a firm believer in the significance 
of building self-awareness, empathy, 
trust, and advocacy in all students. These 
virtues are fundamental in guiding young 
males to lead a purposeful life.” 

Mr. Banerjee says he is very excited 
about joining the Selwyn House family. 

“Tam certain he will be an outstanding 


addition Mr. 


Downey. 


to our school,” says 


Lajoie new Head of Middle School 


n May 11, incoming Headmaster 

Mike Downey announced that 

Sebastien Lajoie will be the new 
Head of Middle School at Selwyn House, 
effective July 2020. 

Mr. Lajoie has been the learning 
strategist for the Senior School for the 
last six years. Prior to that, he spent seven 
years at Wildwood Academy in Oakville, 
Ontario in roles that included Director 
of E-Learning and Co-ordinator of 
Social Studies. He also spent a couple 
of years teaching history and French 
(Grades 7-10) at St. Michael’s Grammar 
School in Melbourne, Australia. 

In his six years at Selwyn House, 
Mr. Lajoie has mainly worked with 
the boys in Grades 9, 10 and 11, with 
the Kindergarten to Grade 2 boys in 
Elementary School, and spent much of 
his first year working with the Middle 
School. 

“Mr. Lajoie brings a wealth of 
experience, enthusiasm and knowledge 
to the already very strong team in Middle 


School,” said Mr. Downey. “Many of 


you know him well and will be very 


supportive as he helps move us into the 
future.” 
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ames McMillan retires after 41 


ames McMillan’s 41-year career at 

Selwyn House School has unfolded 

like a jazz improvisation, with 
unexpected changes and surprises, at all 
times requiring a readiness to respond to 
any new situation. Whether bandleader 
or fundraiser, it has always been his job to 
ensure that the school constantly moves 
forward in a co-ordinated rhythm. 

James was hired by Selwyn House 
Headmaster Alexis Troubetzkoy in 1979 
to run the school’s music program. He 
had studied composition and percussion 
performance at McGill and Concordia, 
and had taught at McGill for 13 years. 

“For five years, I had a music school 
in Westmount with 350 students and 
35 teachers,” he recalls, “and was giving 
private lessons throughout the West 
Island. We closed that down when | 
started full-time at Selwyn. At the same 
time, I started music programs at ECS 
and Trafalgar.” 

James agreed to hire music teachers 
and organize classes at SHS, starting 
with Grades 5 and 6. Rather than teach 
classical music, he opted for the styles 
he cut his teeth on: jazz, rock and blues. 
“It’s much easier to do that with kids,” 
he says. “Easy tunes with good chord 
progressions. I believe the students find 
them easier to learn.” 

About this time, James began a gig 
as a jazz drummer that lasted 44 years, 
playing in saxophonist Peter Freeman’s 
combo. “Actually my first gig was at my 
own wedding,’ he remembers. “I had 
been teaching alongside Peter at McGill 
and I needed a band for my wedding. 
He brought a quartet in and I ended 
up sitting in for a set or two. Soon after, 
when his regular drummer quit, he 
invited me to join the band. We played 
together from 1976 till six years ago, 
which has been great.” 

“At times we were playing over 100 
gigs per year, including a lot of Hasidic 
weddings, which tend to be in the 
middle of the week. So youre finishing 
at 2:00 in the morning, coming home, 
unloading instruments, and back at 


Selwyn House for 6:30. Those were the 
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years when I learned to get by 
with very little sleep.” 

He describes those gigs as 
“a hell of a workout. The first 
set is an hour and a half of fast 
tempos. It’s all done with the 
men and women segregated 
on opposite sides of the room 
so they can’t see each other. It’s 
all choreographed, with flames 
and whatever.... After a night 
of that, I would come in the 
next morning and teach Grade 
5 band.” 

In 2012, Alex Becker took 
over teaching music in Grades 
5 and 6, as well as Middle 
and Senior School jazz bands, 
and James limited his musical 


activities at Selwyn House to 
conducting the Old Boys’ Blues Band, 
which he founded. 


Advancement 

Years ago, James began to expand 
his responsibilities at Selwyn House to 
include technology and the establishment 
of a whole new department. 

By 1987, Headmaster Will Mitchell 
had recognized that the school needed 
to establish an endowment for financial 
aid, and that required fundraising. 

Up to this point, Selwyn House had 
not done much fundraising. Theyd 
had a small campaign to purchase and 
renovate the Macaulay Building, but 
that was it. So, James was sent off to a 
training session in the U.S., and the 
school’s fundraising activities began in 
earnest. 

“We did our first Annual Giving 
in 1988,” James recalls, “chaired by 
Old Boy Bill Hesler 58, who was also 
Chairman of the SHA Board.” 

The Departments first = major 
campaign was in 1999, in preparation 
for the construction of the Speirs 
Building. It was chaired by Old Boy 
André Desmarais *73 and Selwyn House 
parent Francesco Bellini. 

Construction of the Speirs Building 
was followed by renovations to the 


Macaulay and Lucas Buildings. The 
next project on the drawing board is a 
new arts wing on the top floor of Lucas 
that will include Senior and Elementary 
music rooms, fully soundproofed for 
recording. 

“We never stop fundraising,” James 
says. 

“In the beginning, the Advancement 
Department was just me,” he says. “Now 
there are three full-time people plus two 
staffers who split their time between 
Advancement and other departments. 

During the 1999 campaign, the 
school decided that all fundraising must 
include a contribution to an endowment 
fons butsariess) vere the: ‘ycatssunthe 
school’s endowment fund has grown to 
approximately $18M. ‘The school’s goal 
is to see it increase to $32M. 

“If we reach that goal, we will have 
$1.2 to $1.4M available for bursaries 
each year,” James explains. “This year, 
for example, we were able to give out a 
little over $800,000 in bursaries.” Today, 
almost 15 per cent of students in Grades 
7-11 are receiving assistance, which 
covers anywhere from 10 to 95 per cent 
of tuition.” 

The Advancement Department is 
currently working on a new Legacy 
program to help bursary families afford 
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years, yet the beat goes on 


the extra fees over and above the regular 
tuition. This program is directed at 
endowed families who already qualify 
for a 95-per-cent bursary. 

James stresses that these bursaries are 
not a handout. “This is not a gift,” he 
tells these families. “You deserve to be 
here. Once you've been accepted, we feel 
it's our duty to make it so your son is 
able to attend here for five years.” 

The fundraising campaign currently 
underway has three objectives: 
endowment, the proposed arts wing 
on the top floor of Lucas, and the 
football/soccer field at Westmount 
Athletic Grounds, where the plan is to 
install lights for Friday night football, 
plus artificial turf, which will allow 
both Selwyn House and the City of 
Westmount to extend their season of 
activities. 

“Of our top priorities, the bursary 
program is the biggest one for the 
moment,” James says. “When we forego 
government grants, we anticipate getting 
more students who are in need of 
financial assistance.” 


Relationships 
In addition to fundraising, the 
Advancement — Department's main 


activity is maintaining the Old Boys’ 
Network, keeping graduates in touch 
with one another and connected to the 
school. 

“The main thing that I think our 
students learn here is that theyre 
building relationships with their teachers 
and their classmates when they're at 
Selwyn House,” James says. 

“By the time they finish all the things 
that Selwyn House students do together, 
from Kindergarten through Grade 11, 
they have built relationships with one 
another that we know from research lasts 
for life.” This is something that is unique 
to an all-boys’ school, he adds. 

“Selwyn House has great teachers,” 
he emphasizes. “I learned from Kathy 
Funamoto, Roman Pylat, Claudine 
Martel and Jean Pruneau, to name a 
few, because they seemed to have such a 


natural way with the kids, no 
matter what age group they 
were teaching. There are a lot 
of amazing people here. It’s an 
honour to have worked with 
all the staff, pure and simple. 

“One thing I learned from 
everyone was, when I needed 
to ask a question, they would 
stop and let me ask it. I think 
our CFO, Matilde Codina, 
was probably the best example 
of this because, when you 
enter her office, she’s up to her 
neck in work, she has phone 
calls waiting, she has a line- 
up outside, and the first thing 
she does is turns from her 
computer and look directly at 
you and focus 100 per cent of 
her attention on you. You can’t get any 
better than that. 

“The students see that. I think they see 
how well the teachers are treated. They 
see how the teachers work together. They 
play in bands together. They do plays 
with them. They do all sorts of stuff. 
That’s kind of rare. 

“The students know they're getting 
something extra from the school,” he 
says. “They see the relationships, and 
then we induct them into the Old Boys’ 
Association, and introduce them to the 
other Old Boys, so they know that they 
can go to any Old Boy and ask questions 
about schools or professions or whatever. 
I think this is great.” 

Each year, James and the Advancement 
Department organize over 80 events 
for Old Boys, including golf, tennis, 
basketball and hockey tournaments, as 
well as reunions in major cities around 
the world. In turn, the Old Boys give 
back to the school by establishing such 
things as the Old Boys’ Trip Fund, the 
Old Boys’ Bursary Fund and the Old 
Boys’ Speaker Series. 

On his journey through the years 
at Selwyn House, James has been 
accompanied by his entire family. His 
son, Scott, attended Selwyn House, 
eraduating in 2002. James’ wife, Beth, 


worked at Selwyn House for 15 years, 
first as Will Mitchell’s assistant and 
afterward in the Business Office. Their 
daughter, Kaelyn was nearby at Villa 
Maria, so practically the whole family 
was here. 

“So, the school was everything to us,” 
James says. “Our family timetable was 
the school’s timetable.” 

When he retires at the end of this year, 
James and Beth plan to move to British 
Columbia, to be close to Scott and his 
wife Meghan, who are expecting their 
first child in August. Kaelyn and her 
husband, Chad, have two children and 
live in Wisconsin. 

“Tm continuing my consulting 
business,” he promises. “I look forward 
to being able to help schools and not- 
for-profit organizations develop their 
fundraising abilities. Of course, I will 
always be available if Selwyn House 
needs any assistance, particularly on the 
west Coast.” 

“So, retirement is 
retirement. 

“Also,” he adds, “there’s actually a 
pretty good music scene in Victoria, 
and there is a music conservatory there, 
as well, so I’m hoping to get back into 
some trio or quartet work and do some 
playing just for fun.” 


not actually 
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rchitect of Middle School, 


arol Manning grew up in 

“the lovely little town of 

Pleasantville,” just north of 
New York City, in Westchester 
County. She lived there until she 
moved to Montreal to attend McGill 
University. “Everyone I knew was 
going to Boston or Connecticut, 
or Pennsylvania, and I wanted 
something different,” she recalls. 

In her career path, she took the 
long way. “I didn’t start teaching 
at 22.” She studied science for two 
years, worked in theatre for two 
years, went back to school in arts 
for two years, got her BA, went for 
her Master’s of Communication but 
never wrote her thesis. 

“I knew the only thing I could 
do with it would be to teach or go 
for a PhD,” she says. “It was in the 
seminal years of communications as 
a theoretical subject.” 

“Then I decided to go for a 1-G, which is the one-year 
qualification to teach,” Carol says. “I was hired part time as 
a learning strategist for the South Shore Protestant Regional 
School Board, where I taught part-time for two years. Then | 
went up north and taught for a year in Puvirnitug, came back 
and got a job in the SSPRSB again, while working toward a 
Diploma in Special Education.” 

“In 1992 I saw a little ad in the newspaper that said, “Selwyn 
House School looking for Elementary School teachers.’ I came 
here and taught Grade 1 for five years and Grade 3 for three 
years, while also teaching English classes in Grades 6 and 7.” 

That’s when Headmaster Will Mitchell first approached her 


about forming a middle school. 

In those days, Elementary School included Grades 1-7, 
and Senior School was Grades 8-11. In 1994, Will proposed 
that Grades 7 and 8 be removed from their respective schools 
and fused into a new Middle School. “I went off to a giant 
American conference on middle schools and started reading 
and researching the topic,” Carol says. “Everything I read led 
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me to believe that it was absolutely a 
good idea for us.” 

In 1994, Geoff Dowd, head of 
Selwyn House Elementary School at 
the time, left to become headmaster 
at Trafalgar School for Girls. Carol 
was asked to fill in for a year as Head 
of K-8, assisted by Héléne Bonduras, 
Kathy Funamoto and, later, George 
Ladd. Thus, Middle School was 
born, and Carol was left in charge of 
Grades K-8 for what turned out to be 
“seven long years.” 

“It wasn't good for me, personally,” 
she recollects. “It wasn’t good for the 
kids. It wasn’t good for the faculty. I 
was stretched four ways to Sunday.” 
So Will gave her a choice, to be Head 
of Elementary or Head of Middle 
School. 

“T want the Middle School to be 
born fully,” she decided, “and I want 
to do it. 

“It’s my baby.” 

Flash forward to June 11, 2020, and Carol is standing in a 
nearly-empty Coristine Hall, speaking into a video camera as 
she leads her “baby” through a virtual Grade 8 Graduation in 
the middle of a pandemic. As she has said before to rooms full 
of parents and students, “Middle School is not for everybody.” 

Middle school ata boys’ school can bea little more challenging 
than at a co-ed school, she explains. “Girls at that age are more 
pleasers. But boys at that age, it’s so challenging for them to 
think of anyone but themselves. They are egocentric. When 
they’re in a group they don’t think of the impact they have on 
people around them. They don’t necessarily like themselves or 
other people. Managing friendships is challenging. Everything 
is uncertain, but they get through it and are better for it.” 

On the other hand, one also gets some boys who are 
“keeners,” who show enthusiasm and are not so blasé. “Grade 
7s, in particular, are like little sponges, but they’re not always 
very disciplined.” 

During a student’s two years in Middle School, she says, 
you can see him “grow and blossom” into a successful Senior 
School student. 

To manage a group of boys that age, she says, “You need 
to be able to roll with it. You need to be able to re-boot every 
day.” 

Girls can often hold grudges, she says, but boys can re-boot 
more easily. “That’s a very wonderful thing about them.” 

Carol sees Middle School as an important transition period 
in the continuum from “child-centred” Elementary to “subject- 
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Carol Manning retires 


centred” Senior School. It trains 
students to establish work habits and 
become independent learners. “Its 
mission is also to provide experiences, 
so that the boys try new things and 
discover new talents, new passions,” 
she says. 

When Carol first came to Selwyn 
House, the Elementary already had a 
little bit of the “Known and Loved” 
ethic we see today, she says. “It wasn’t 
expressed as that, but when I had my 
first Grade 1 class, I had 16 little boys, 
and they were like my second family. 
In the Elementary School, there was 
a lot more care and encadrement, but 
when I got into Grade 7, I really felt 
like it was sink or swim.” 

She describes the atmosphere as 
being more competitive and edgy 
than soft and caring. “It’s a much 
better place now,” she says. “Hal’s 
11 years have really iced what was a 
trend, but we were ready for that to 
happen, to have somebody change it 
up like that.” 

Over the years, Carol says, middle-school-aged boys have 
changed. “They’re not readers in the way some boys used to be. 
So many boys used to have a book in the pocket of their blazer 
at all times. That wasn’t the exception—there were many of 
those.” 

She says digital technology had a hand in the decline in 
traditional literacy. “I guess not having grown up in the age 
of gaming, I just don’t get it. But, boys today have access to 
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things that they shouldn’t have access to. There is a loss of 
innocence.” 

When Carol signed on as Head of Middle School, the 
administration was still almost exclusively male, the athletic 
staff even more so. 

“As far as I know, I was the first woman to coach at Selwyn 
House,” she says of her stints coaching basketball, tennis 
and rowing. “I think there should be some women in the 


Carol receives The Sovereign’s Medal for 
Volunteers from Governor General David 
Johnston in March 2017. 


administration at most levels,” she 
says. “By the time I was in a position 
of administration, I had taught various 
grades, I had coached, I had directed 
plays, I had done a variety of things, 
so I don't think it was questioned that 
I would take Geoff's place.” 

Carol says the most important 
lesson boys learn at Selwyn House 
has to do with the school’s motto: 
MERUUAS es lethinkelialicelesacy is 
VERITAS. Every child in the school, 
from Kindergarten through Grade 11, 
knows what you mean when you say, 
pistnatvE A Sae 

“They know. It’s a touchstone for 
everybody.” 

Another bonus for students at 
Selwyn House is the fact that they all 
get the opportunity to play a sport. 
“There are students who come here 
who wouldn't call themselves athletic. 
And they get the opportunity to play. 
I think that’s hugely important.” 

Also, in other schools, she says, “I 
don’t think a lot of boys keep their friends from high school, 
whereas a lot of Selwyn House boys do, because it’s such a 
concentrated and shared experience.” 

And, by the time the students leave school, what have they 
taught the teachers? “In many cases, they teach us humility. 
By forcing us to think outside the box. They teach you joy, the 
simple pleasure they get out of doing the silliest things.” 

“It’s such a raw energy. You can learn new things because 
of it.” 

Carol’s daughter, Anna, lives in London, 
where she is an executive producer for 
an advertising agency. Carol’s son, Ivan 
2004, is a CFA, working for a U.S.-based 
firm. Her husband, Patrick, is retired 
from McGill, where he was an English 
professor. 

Carol says she originally intended to 
spend September at the family cottage 
in Tadoussac, Quebec, and visit her mother in Plattsburg, 
New York, but the pandemic is making travel to the U.S. 
more difficult. She has tennis, reading, and volunteering (and 
perhaps a return to knitting and sewing) on her to-do list, but 
otherwise, no big plans. 

“Being free of a daily set of responsibilities will be a welcome 
change,” she says. “Iam sure I will figure out what else to do.” 
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Charles Taylor speaks against Bill 21 


hilosopher Charles Taylor ’46, 

one of the best-known graduates 

of Selwyn House School, spoke on 
Sept 28 at a Montreal rally in protest 
against the Quebec government's 
proposed Bill 21, which forbids public 
employees in Quebec from wearing 
religious symbols. 

Speaking on a drizzly afternoon in 
Parc Extension, Charles told the crowd 
that, “The whole principle of this kind of 
demonstration is to show our solidarity 
for all Quebecers, no matter what their 
background, and it’s with that kind of 
solidarity that we're going to win this 
fight.” 

At the Sept 28 rally, Charles was joined 
on stage by Quebec teachers who oppose 
Bill 21. 

In 2007, Charles made headlines in 
Quebec as co-chair of the Bouchard- 
Taylor Commission to study the 
accommodation of cultural minorities 
into Quebec society. The Bouchard— 
Taylor report recommended _ that 
judges, Crown prosecutors, prison 
guards and police officers refrain from 
wearing any religious attire or symbols, 
and recommended that the crucifix in 
the National Assembly be removed to 
another part of the building. 

In 2017, Charles stated that he no 
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longer supported that opinion, and said it 
was misinterpreted by many politicians. 
The Bouchard—Taylor report deliberately 
did not include teachers, civil servants 
and health-care professionals among 
those who should be forbidden to wear 
religious symbols. 

Born in 1931 in Montreal, Charles 
attended Selwyn House from 1941 
to 1946. He graduated from McGill, 
and won the Rhodes Scholarship that 
took him to Oxford, where he earned a 
second BA and a PhD in philosophy. He 
returned to McGill to teach, but has also 
held professorships at other universities 
in the US, Britain and Germany. 

Outside the academic community, 
Charles is remembered in Montreal for 
having run unsuccessfully in four federal 
elections on the NDP ticket. In 1965 
he finished second to a political upstart 
named Pierre Trudeau. The two men 
were friends who often debated political 
issues, particularly Quebec's role as a 


distinct society. 

Through books such as Sources of 
the Self and A Secular Age, Charles has 
come to be regarded as one of the most 
influential philosophers working today. 
Known for his ability to synthesize 
disparate ideas, Charles has long argued 
that “the barriers between science and 
spirituality are not only ungrounded, 
but are also crippling.” 

Brought up in an_ intellectually 
stimulating, bilingual household, 
Charles and his sister, Selwyn House 
parent and former McGill Chancellor 
the late Gretta Chambers, grew up 
discussing such issues from both sides of 
the cultural divide. 

“Almost everything I have done has 
been shaped by where I come from,” 
Charles said in 2009. 

Charles is a recipient of the Templeton 
Prize, the Prix Lon-Grin, a grand officer 
in the Order of Quebec and a companion 


of the Order of Canada. 


Goldbloom ’72 (left) stepped down as Chair of the Selwyn 
House Association Board of Directors, and was succeeded 
by incoming Chair Michael Avedesian ’88 (right). 
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Montreal Reunion G.O.A.T. 


he September 27 Old Boys’ Mon- Christopher Cheung ’99 

treal Reunion was, by all accounts, — Andrew Ciricillo 2014 

the Greatest of All Time, the most Yasin Cissé 2009 
successful reunion in the history of Sere Chet Gee 
Selwyn House. At 212 Old Boys, staff ichael Cohen 2009 


Patti Compton (Guest) 


and guests, it was the highest atten- Wee Cronin 2009 
dance ever—so high that the event was Silliamn Daly 52 
declared sold out days beforehand, with — Marcus Daniels ’94 
no more registrations being accepted. Christian de Keresztes ’74 
With 180 Old Boys present, the Andrew Dennis 2009 
highest class turnout was from the Class _llivier Desmarais ‘99 
of 2009, with 39. Runner-up was the ee a = 
G avi onetr = 
Class of 1999, with 32. Susan anes (Parent of Old Boy) g 


Those present were: 
Michael Abramson 2009 
Shahrukh Ahmed 2009 
Jody Amblard ’74 
Kimberly Auclair (Staff) 
Mike Avedesian ’88 
Charles Ayas 2004 

Adam Azimov ’99 
Michael Aziz 2009 

Sam Barmish 2014 

Alex Becker (Staff) 

Matt Beckerleg 94 
Charles Bierbrier 93 
Kathi Biggs (Former Staff) 
Patrick Birks °89 

Erik Blachford ’84 
Jonathan W. Blanshay 84 
Harry Bloomfield °59 

EJ Boffey 2012 


Geoff Dowd (Former Staff) 
Mike Downey (Staff) 
David Drury ’94 

Bryan Fitzpatrick ’74 
Robbie Fitzpatrick 2009 
Dan Fletcher 86 

Kasey Fukada ’84 

Kathy Funamoto (Staff) 
Edward Garson 89 

Minya Gavrilovic ’89 
Jonathan Goldbloom °72 
Jeff Gollob °74 

Pete Govan (Staff) 
Francesco Grassi 2009 
Dylan Green 2017 

Dave Haber 94 

Tim Hadjis 2009 

Alex Hadjis 2012 

Kara Boyle?97 Stephen Hall 79 
heey Sunny Handa ’84 

Saxe Brickenden °74 jon) neo 
Alex Brulé-Brosseau 799 Hal Hannaford (Staff) 
Polen Bureess "74 Douglas Higgins 84 


Elliot Burrows 2009 

Matt Busbridge ’99 
Henry Buszard "99 

James Caldareri 2009 
David Cameron ’99 
Duncan Campbell 69 
Christian Campeau '89 
Jonathan Caplan ’79 
Michael Capombassis 84 
Sam Carsley 99 

William Carsley ’89 

Tyler Cavell 94 

Dylan Cavell (Guest) 
Chris Chan ’99 

Charles Chan 2009 
Christopher Chapman ’79 
Gaspard W. Charlebois 2009 
Jean-Francois Chenier ’79 


Max Cherney 2009 Members of the Class of ’74 
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Peter Higgins °89 Philip Oliver ’99 

Phil Hospod ’99 Ross Oliver ’74 

Paul Huang *84 Tom Osborne ’89 
Stuart Iversen ’74 Matthew Osten "99 
Andrew Johnston ’99 Suzanne Ozorak (Guest) 
Karim Kaidbey 2009 Ben Palevsky 2009 

Eric Karpman 2009 Liana Palko (Staff) 

Nick Kaulbach °94 Fil Papich °77 

Jamin Kerner '94 Alec Paterson ’74 

Aria Khiabani 2018 Liam Paull °99 

Jamie Koenekoop 2009 Louis Pearson 94 

Josh Koenekoop 2009 Ethan Peress 2009 

Irina Kondratieva (Staff) Francis Petrella 2009 
Tom Konigsthal °74 Ellen Pinchuk (Former Staff) 
Robert Kurlender °99 Christopher Politis 99 
Justin Kuzmicki 2005 Chris Porraccio 99 
George Kyres °74 Charles Porteous ’84 
Pia Lalli (Staff) Nick Powell ’79 


John Lamont 2009 

Fred Langelier 2009 
Myles Lann 2009 

Robert Latsky 2009 
Michael Lenczner 94 
Toby Lennox ’79 

Stephen Letko 2009 
Shawn Levy 2009 

Charles Lord ’84 

Corey Lowsky "94 

Brian Ludgate 69 

Marc Macdonald ’89 

Ned Maloney 99 

Carol Manning (Staff) 
Jonathan Margel 2004 
Michael Martin 66 

Chris Maughan ’99 
Michael Maurovich (Staff) 
Oliver Maurovich 2009 
Bruce Maxwell (Staff) 
Paul Mayer ’74 

Theodore McLauchlin ’99 
Justin McManus 99 
James McMillan (Staff) 
Hagen Mehnert ’84 
James Menzies 2009 

Jon Merritt 2004 

Paul Monod °74 

Brenda Montgomery (Staff) 
Geoff Moore °83 

John Moseley ’66 

John Myszak (Guest) 
Danny Naami 99 

Patrick Nadeau 2009 
Andrew Nemec 79 

Tom Nicoll (Former Staft) 
Brent Nordin °74 
Jonathan Nuss ’99 

Shawn O’Donnell (Former Staff) ze A 

Jack Ogilvy °79 Members of the Class of ’89 


a sie 


Veritas, page 22 


Vincent Prager 59 
Andrew Price 79 
Sohil Rangwala "99 
Tarek Razek ’84 
Daniel Roiter 94 
Shawn Rosengarten '94 
Gerry Ross ’59 

Seth Ross 99 

Alan Rossy ’79 

Neil Sabharwal 2009 
William Saillant 2009 
Dev Sainani ’74 
Gurinder Samrai °99 
George Samuel ’84 
Mikael Sandblom °84 
Michael P. Sanford °99 
Marc Schaffer °94 
Karl Schroeder 2009 
Andrew Seely ’84 
Alex Shadeed 2009 
DeWolf Shaw ’67 


Kyam Shell-Schnitzer 2001 


Sean Sofin ’84 
Paul Spaniel ’84 
Greg Speirs ’89 
Peter Szilagyi 99 
Vincent Ia 2009 
Raja Talla 2009 
Chris Teryazos ’94 


Belinda Teryazos (Guest) 


Teddy Teryazos (Guest) 
James Thackray °79 
Guy Tombs ’69 

Jon Tryansky °94 

Jason Tsoukas °99 


Natalie Tsoukas (Guest) 


David Turetsky 94 
Mark Walford ’79 


Sharon Walker (Staff) 
Sam Walker ’99 
Charles Wasserman '99 
Ben Wearing "94 
Stuart Webster ’89 
Stuart Weigensberg 94 
Richard Weldon °74 
Joanne Weldon (Guest) 
Thomas West 84 
Bradley White ’94 
Richard Whitehead °79 
Eric Widdicombe °84 
Barry Williams (Former Staff) 
Josh Wisenthal ’99 
Daniel Yelin 89 
Anthony Zitzmann ’89 
Leo Zuckerman 2009 


Members of the Class of ’94 
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CALGARY: Eight Old Boys and two staff members attended the 2019 Calgary Reunion, held in the Alberta 
Room at Hy’s Steakhouse on October 21. Present were: Edmond Eberts 52, Alexander Gault 82, Taylor Gray ’73, Ellen L. 
Heimiller-Seguin (guest), Stephen Ludgate 71, Jamie Seguin "96, Andy Weldon ’73 and Tim Winn ’85. Headmaster Hal 
Hannaford and Advancement Director James McMillan also attended. 


VANCOUVER: Seven Four Old Boys and two staff members attended the 2019 Vancouver Reunion, held at 
the Steamworks Brewpub on October 22. Present were: Zander Brais 2011, Graham Colby 96, Jamie Pitblado 81 and Matt 
Singerman '96. Headmaster Hal Hannaford and Advancement Director James McMillan also attended. 
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GUY Barat 


PARIS: Nine Old Boys and staff members gathered at Les Bateaus Mouches at Pont de l’Alma on March 10 for the 2020 
Paris Reunion. Old Boys Jonathan Burnham 83, Derek de Bono ’87, Sean Lafleur ’80, Linda Mackey and Fredrik Svenstedt ’84 
joined Susan Doherty (guest), and staff members Pete Govan, Matt Held, Hal Hannaford and James McMillan for an evening 


that included a special farewell to retiring Headmaster Hannaford. 


LON DON : Fourteen Old Boys and staff members attended the 2020 London Reunion on March 12. Old Boys 
Karim Belkhou 2011, Yassine Belkhou 2016, Adam Blanshay ’98, Eugene Dimitriou ’88, Lisette Gaudet (guest), Conrad 
Harrington 2000, Gabriel Khanna 2018, Fernand Le Fevre 2011, Anthony Lowther 2008, George Stinnes ’70 and Izzy 
Tamale 2017 were joined by staff members Susan Doherty, Hal Hannaford and James McMillan at the Balthazar, in 


Covent Gardens, London for special farewell to retiring Headmaster Hannaford. 
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OTTAWA: 


Eighteen Old Boys, staff and guests 
gathered at Beckta Dining and Wine on 
Elgin Street in Ottawa for the annual 
Ottawa Reunion. Present were: Julie 
Heath (former staff), Jonathan Herman 
80, Jeff Lorenzetti 92, Rob Maranda 
92, Bryce McBride (former staff), 
Judith Minorgan (guest), Stephanie 
Minorgan (guest), Rodney Moore '58, 
Gordon Peters 58, Ivan Ralston ’61, 
Tony Stikeman ’61, Bill Turner ’73, 
Bruce Williams ’77, George Windsor 
°56, Houji Yao 2013, and staff members 
Mary Ann Cloherty, Michael Downey 


and James McMillan. 


To the Class of 2020: 

Having just celebrated my 20th reunion this past 
September, I can assure you that every graduating class is 
told that they are unique, exceptional and one of a kind. My 
Class of 1999 was the last of the millennium, and we were 
united by this singular fact. 

While I have no doubt that a special moniker was found 
for every other cohort in the 112-year history 
of Selwyn House, I am confident in saying 
that the members of your graduating class are 
becoming Old Boys in truly unprecedented 
circumstances. 

Over your time at Selwyn House, and in 
particular during the 100 days leading to your 
graduation, you have supported each other and 
done your utmost to contribute to the vibrancy 
of the school community. 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you 
to the Selwyn House Old Boys’ Association, a group of over 
3,000 members spread across 43 countries. Our network is 
comprised of graduates who have pursued careers as doctors, 
politicians, NHL hockey players, NBA basketball players, 
artists, writers, Community activists and everything in 
between. Regardless of life path, we are all joined together 
by the common bonds of Selwyn House and VERITAS. 

Old Boys are much like an extension of your graduating 
class: we are here to support, guide and mentor you, as 
well as share a laugh or inside joke to which only another 
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Message from the president of the OBA 


Old Boy could relate. Last year, the Old Boys’ Association 
hosted over 80 events, ranging from reunions in places like 
Paris and London to basketball and hockey tournaments 
held locally in Montreal. We also launched new projects— 
such as our professional development speaker series—and 
we are currently working on new concepts that reflect your 
lifestyles and interests. 

I would also encourage you to sign up to our 
new virtual platform at www.selwynoldboys.ca, 
which will provide you with a chance to connect 
with former classmates and teachers as well as 
learn more about a wide spectrum of Old Boys. 
You may find an Old Boy who has attended a 
post-secondary institution that interests you, or 
even connect with a member of the community 
who will help you find a job or internship in 
your chosen field. 

In closing, I would like to leave you with 
a quick thought from Michael Jordan, who walked us 
through his pillars of success in his 10-part documentary 
series released during the pandemic: “Be true to the game, 
because the game will be true to you. If you try to shortcut 
the game, then the game will shortcut you. If you put forth 
the effort, good things will be bestowed upon you. ‘That's 
truly about the game, and in some ways that’s about life, 
too.” 

Joshua Wisenthal 99 President, 
Selwyn House Old Boys’ Association 


NEWS 


‘We are all together,’ says OBA pres 


House Old Boys’ Association, greeted the 

class of 2020, plus several Old Boy fathers 
at the Old Boys’ Association Induction Dinner 
on November 13, and explained to the Grade 11 
students the advantages of being a member of the 
OBA. 

The OBA organizes some 80 events per year. In 
addition to these activities, the OBA exists as a 
global network that can be a great advantage for 
its younger members. “There is a world of other 
Old Boys that is entirely open to you,” Josh said, 
adding that, as he travelled the world, he has met 
Old Boys 30 years older than he is, who have 
given him career advice and guided him in the 
right direction. 

“There is a common bond among Selwyn 
House grads, regardless of whether you graduated 
in 2020 or 1980. Dont ever hesitate to reach out 
to anybody in the Old Boys’ network.” 

“We are all together.” 


oshua Wisenthal ’99, President of the Selwyn 3 


From left: Alexis Delplace 2020, Trevor Aitken 2020, lan Aitken ’81 
and Marc Delplace ’81 
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Attendance doubles at OBA Barbecue 


ixty Old Boys and staff members attended the 2019 

Young Old Boys’ Barbecue on August 21, nearly twice as 

many as last year. The event brings recent graduates back 

to Selwyn House to see their former classmates once more 
before heading back to their continuing studies. 

The Class of 2018 topped the attendance with 20 members 

present, followed by the Class of 2014 with 12, the Class of 


a 


From left: Matthew Loewen, Sam Barmish, Jamie Denham, Liam 
Nicol, Adrian Maris, Sam Skinner and Alex Chenier, all 2014 


2015 with 11 and the Class of 2017 with nine. 

Present were: Nabeel Ahmed 2017, Jordan Altman 2015, 
Enan Ashaduzzaman 2015, Luke Avedesian 2018, Samuel 
Barmish 2014, Gabriel Brassard 2015, Alex Cannon 2017, 
Joseph Chalhoub 2018, Alex Chénier 2014, Nicolas Cossette 
2015, Tristan Couture 2018, Pierce Cullen 2015, Charles 
Culver 2018, Luca D’Angelo 2014, Luca De Carolis 2018, 

E Jameson Denham 2014, Luca Di Battista 2017, 
Thomas Doheny 2017, Jordan Dubuc 2014, 
Vincent Duong 2014, William Elliott 2018, 
Jarren Fefer 2017, Hamza Fevens 2017, Hunter 
Fodor 2018, Jules Gagnon 2015, Willem Gagnon 
2015, Lewis Gelfand 2018, James Hanna 2014, 
Giordano Iannarino 2018, Alexandre Janson 
2018, Jacob Krane-Paul 2014, Matthew Levine 
2017, Matthew Loewen 2014, Gianni Marini 
2015, Adrian Maris 2014, Dany Melatti 2018, 
Zachary Merhi 2018, Joshua Nadler 2018, Liam 
Nicol 2014, Elijah Nuez 2018, Andrew Petrecca- 
Berthelet 2018, Kiriakos Primbas 2015, Tarek 
Rahill 2018, Ethan Ravanshid 2015, Vincent 
Rizzolo 2017, Angus Scott 2018, Alexandre 
Singer 2018, Samuel Skinner 2014, Félix St 
Onge Tavchandjian 2018, Israel Tamale 2017, 
Christopher Taylor 2015, Sebastian Useche 2018 
and Joshua Wisenthal ’99. 
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Nail-biter gives trophy to Green 


Standing, from left: Phil Cutler 2005, Sean Brophy 2004, Jon Lutter Hoppenheim 2004, Olivier Saleh 2005, Joseph Salzman 
2015, Tyler Higgins 2015 and retired SHS Director of Athletics Steve Mitchell. Kneeling: Scott Spector 2015, PJ Goupil 2005, 
Camel Hamel d’Entremont, Keeyan Ravanshid and Ryan Beauchamp. 


he 22nd annual Selwyn House Old Boys’ Hockey 

Tournament was down to the buzzer in the final between 

the Green and the Gold teams, when a last-second goal by 
Green tied the score, sending the contest into a three-on-three 
overtime, followed by a shootout that eventually awarded the 
coveted Nicoll/Mitchell Cup to the Greens. 

Players were: Drew Anderson 2016, Luke Avedesian 2018, 
Mike Avedesian *88, Steve Barkman °89, Dylan Beauchamp 
2019, Ryan Beauchamp 2015, Kyle Blasi 2018, Sean Brophy 
2004, Phil Cutler 2005, Emmanuel Ferreira 2016, Nick Fon 
2018, Jules Gagnon 2015, Justin Goodman 2018, PJ Goupil 
2005, Camille Hamel d’Entremont 2005, Peter Higgins ’89, 
Tyler Higgins 2015, David James ’90, Graeme Jarvis °82, Nick 
Kaulbach °94, Matt Lindsay 2016, Anthony Lowther 2008, Jon 
Lutter Hoppenheim 2004, Markus Masoud 2019, Eli Nuez 
2018, David Pascal ’82, Kevin Ratcliff 77, Keeyan Ravanshid 
2015, William Rossy 2016, Olivier Saleh 2005, Joseph Salzman 
2015, Franco San Gregorio ‘95, Thomas Savvas 2011, Peter 
Shatilla ’86, Scott Spector 2015, Ben Spencer 2000, Dan Ton- 
That 2012, Jason Tsadilas 88, Rob Vroom ’97, Ben Wearing 
94, Josh Wisenthal "99 and Nicholas Yanow ’97. 


Video: www.selwyn.ca/oldboysnews 
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All hustle at 16th Colin No Classic 


hat the 16th annual Colin No Classic Basketball 

Tournament lacked in attendance, it made up for in 

spirit, with 12 Old Boys, guests and staff putting in a 
lively night on the court in the Macaulay Building. 

Players were: Charlie Argue (guest), Gabriel Brassard 2015, 
Phil Clark 2005, Noah Daoust 2012, Mark Esposito 2005, 
Michael Grover 2003, Robert Joy 2012, Tim Lane (staff), 
George Loutochin 2013, Harry Maurovich 2019, Oliver 
Maurovich 2009 and Brendan Munzar 2005. 

Staff members Hal Hannaford, Jaime McMillan, Mary 
Ann Cloherty, Cindy Morton, Richard Wills, Pete Govan 
and Mike Maurovich also attended. 


Video: www.selwyn.ca/oldboysnews 


BASKETBAL! 


At left, Phil Clark; centre, Oliver Maurovich. From left: Noah Daoust, Tim Lane and Gabriel Brassard 
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A tireless worker for the school, 
Christine Krushelnyski retires 


hristine Krushelnyski started 

her Selwyn House School career 

in 1981. Her husband, Marc, 
had joined the school as Building and 
Grounds Supervisor the previous year, 
and Christine came aboard to run the 
school’s printshop and  bookroom, 
order supplies and help out at the front 
reception desk. 

The couple were tireless workers for the 
school for decades thereafter. In addition 
to his regular maintenance duties, Marc 
built elaborate sets for the school plays 
directed by the late Dr. Byron Harker 
while Christine helped out with the 
costumes. 

“One of the highlights of the year for 
me was organizing the famous Selwyn 
House garage sale that was held every 
October,” Christine recalls. “This event 
was created to finance a trip fund, and it 
drew people from all over the city.” 

In 2012, the Old Boys’ Association 
named Christine and Marc Honorary 
Old Boys. At that time, Charles Bierbrier, 
then president of the OBA, presented 


the honour. “For years, they went above 


and beyond the call of duty for parents, 
students and staff of the Selwyn House 
community and also for the greater 
Montreal community,” said Charles. 
“The couple were always dedicated 
volunteers outside the school, purchasing 
food and cooking meals every year for 
the homeless at St. Stephen’s Church.” 

Marc retired in 2007, and passed away 
in 2014. 

“Although Selwyn House has changed 
over the years, it has remained a strong 
force in my life and the community,” 
says Christine. “The biggest change has 
been technology. Back in the day, it took 
a whole team to organize and assemble 
a newsletter, or information packages for 
the Admissions Department.” 

“T believe that what the students gain 
most from attending Selwyn House 
is knowing that they are completely 
supported by the Selwyn community,” 
she says. “This goes for the staff as well. I 
can attest that my Selwyn House family 
has always been there for me.” 

“My plans for retirement include 
a lot of relaxing, crossword puzzles, 


Christine and Marc Krushelnyski 


volunteering and perhaps a painting 
course. I hope to use my decorating and 
organizational skills along the way. I look 
forward to this phase of my life.” 

“T will miss you all,” she says. “Thank 
you for the memories!” 


Sharon Cozens new Advancement Director 


Sharon Cozens has been hired as the new Director 
of Advancement for Selwyn House School, it was 
announced July 15. Sharon worked at Selwyn House 
from 1992-2006, serving as Director of Admissions 
and Director of Alumni and Parent Relations, so 
she knows the school and the Old Boys very well. 


For the last 14 years, Sharon has been Director of 
Advancement at Trafalgar School for Girls, where 
she was responsible for advancement, fundraising, 
friendraising, alumnae and parent events and 
programs and annual giving. Sharon has also taught 
French as a second language in Ontario and British 
Columbia. In the photo at left, Sharon is seen with 
retired teacher Ellen Pinchuk and her husband, 
Marvin, at Selwyn House Founder’s Day 2019. 
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A paragon of teaching excellence, 
Roman Pylat retires after 35 years 


hen retired Senior English 

teacher Pat Shannon received the 

Speirs Medal in 2018, he singled 
out Roman Pylat as his example of 
excellence in teaching at Selwyn House. 
Roman’s exemplary 35-year career at the 
school came to an end when he retired in 
June of this year. 

Roman started teaching at Selwyn 
House School in 1985. “I was hired to 
teach Grade 4 Homeroom, Grade 6 
English, and Grade 8 History,” he recalls. 
“I had a degree in History from McGill, as 
well as a degree in Education. At Selwyn 
House, I have taught Grades 1, 3, and 
4 as a homeroom teacher. I have taught 
as an English specialist in Grades 5 and 
6, and as a history specialist in Grade 8. 
In addition, I enjoyed a memorable year 
teaching part of the English program in 
Kindergarten at the same time that I was 
teaching Grade 1. 

“My favourite years to teach were Grade 
1, because I taught students how to read, 
and Grade 4, because the students learn 
with such joy and enthusiasm, and they 
laugh at my jokes.” 

The school has gone through enormous 
changes since Roman started teaching. 
“When I started, the school consisted 
of the Lucas Building only,” he says. 
“Everyone shared the one building. I 
saw the Macaulay Building added to the 
school, and the high school move into 
it, and the construction of the Speirs 
Building, which was quite an engineering 
feat. 

“Selwyn House has expanded not only 
its facilities, but its programs to give the 
students a rich and varied experience. 
It has been very exciting to watch the 
curriculum and programs change and 
develop over the years in such inspiring 
ways. 

Asked to name something that Selwyn 
House students take with them when 
they graduate, Roman points to the 
camaraderie among Selwyn House Old 


Boys. “In my conversations with former 
students who are graduates and alumni, 
I am always struck by the fact that their 
closest friends very often continue to be 
those they met at Selwyn House. I also 
think students gain a wonderful self 
confidence in their years at the school. 
They learn to trust themselves and to 
do their best, because they believe in 
themselves, and in their own personal 
talents and abilities.” 

But the students are not the only ones 
who have gained confidence from their 
Selwyn House experience, he says. “Iam 
happy to say that I gained confirmation 
and validation for my initial, long-ago 
choice to become a teacher. I enjoy being 
engaged in the process of teaching and 
learning. I really enjoy seeing an idea or a 
new understanding dawn in the eyes of a 
student as they learn, and the wonder, the 
amazement, the sense of achievement, 
and the self-confidence that come with 
that new understanding. 

“To my way of thinking, we encounter 
challenges at every stage of our careers. | 
believe you find the answers, and the skills 
and strategies that you need, as you solve 
problems along the way. Self-reflection, 


oi 
” on 4 


For the past couple of months, every Saturday, various Old Boys, staff, and Headmaster and 


and learning from your mistakes, are 
what we all do. I am glad that I had so 
many great opportunities to learn how to 
improve my teaching in my career. 
“When I retire, I look forward to 
spending time with my family and 
friends, to helping in the community, and 
to continuing my studies in history and 
literature. Reading and storytelling are 
my passion, and I hope to find creative 
ways to continue to bring children and 
good books, and good stories, together.” 


| ae ye 
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drummer Hal Hannaford have been jamming at the school, and also playing charity gigs. 
The band is called “Six Feet Apart,” and on May 30 featured, from left: Angus Scott 2018 on ba 
ss, Alexandre Janson 2018 on guitar, Hal Hannaford on drums, Jonathan Milner 2019 
on keyboard, and Aria Khiabani 2018 on guitar and vocals. 
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Acceptance is the greatest gift: 


n February 24, a presentation 

to Senior and Middle School 

students by Headmaster Hal 
Hannaford and his wife, Susan Doherty, 
began with a recording of a young 
woman's voice saying that her father 
“suffers from manic depression, but he 
suffers in anonymity.” 

The voice was that of Alisse Hannaford, 
as she described her father’s compulsive 
behaviour. In the talk that followed, 
Hal and Susan unravelled their story of 
coping with Mr. Hannaford’s bipolarity 
and _ obsessive-compulsive _ personality 
disorder and Ms. Doherty’s battle with 
erave illness, and the relief they found 
through love and acceptance. 

“In 2020 we still shy away from 
operating in the light,” said Ms. Doherty. 
“[But,] we propose that, in a climate of 
transparency, the pursuit of hiding, or 
staying safe, is no longer an option.” 


The Hannaford-Doherty presentation 
has been three years in the making, and 
was first given at last year’s International 
Boys’ Schools Coalition conference in 
Montreal. 

“T refused to talk publicly about my 
mood shifts for fear of reprisal, for fear 
of showing vulnerability,” said Mr. 
Hannaford. “I did not want to seem 
inadequate. I did not want anyone to 
think that I was not up to the challenge 
of leading a school.” 

“And so I have...done my best to 
conceal who [| really am. And I know 
there are others who share the same fear.” 

“It has taken me the better part of my 
adult life to accept my behaviour,” he 
said. “It is not a malfunction. It is simply 
how my brain works.” 

Mr. Hannaford’s condition first began 
to manifest itself in childhood, when 
his friends at summer camp tended 


to admire his drive and his capacity. 
This made him a natural leader, but at 
the cost of true friendship and human 
connection. 

In the 1970s, he says, “I was in trouble 
and had no one to turn to.” He was 
dismissed from Queen’s University for 
failing four out of five classes, but he 
shrugged off his failure and went to work 
as a labourer in Halifax. “I had thrown 
away my future because I lacked insight 
about my own condition.” 

In desperation, he says, he made his 
first healthy decision. He called his 
father in tears, and I asked him for help. 
“And he did not let me down.” 

Renewed, he returned to Montreal and 
enrolled at Concordia University, where 
met Susan Doherty in an Economics 
class. 

“IT fell in love with the depressed 
version of Mr. Hannaford,” recalls Ms. 


Headmaster Hannaford and his wife, Susan Doherty, speaking to Selwyn House students 
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Hannaford and Doherty 


Doherty. “I met him at the bottom of that long, slippery slide 
into the dirt. I saw humility instead of ego.” 

But she was in fora bit ofa surprise when his manic tendencies 
resurfaced. She hadn't bargained for his energy levels and his 
obsessive tendencies. 

The young couple enjoyed five years of stability. But, in 1985 
while Mr. Hannaford was completing his MBA in France, he 
entered into what he calls “six months of full-on mania. At the 
end of the final semester, I fell into another void. I ran out of 

as. 
: At the same time, Ms. Doherty lost her voice. “I had a 
mental breakdown and Susan had a physical breakdown,” Mr. 
Hannaford recalls. “It’s a pattern that would be repeated many 
years later.” 

In the early 1990s, Mr. Hannaford tried prescription drugs 
to relieve his symptoms, but couldn't bear the side effects. 
“One day I just stopped swallowing those pills, but no one had 
warned me about the periods of cold-turkey withdrawal.” 

In 2004, when Mr. Hannaford’s father died, he entered into 
what he describes as his longest and most severe depression, 
which lasted 14 months. At the time, he was headmaster at 
Royal St. George’s College in Toronto. 

Ms. Doherty’s voice broke with emotion as she recalled an 
incident during this time. Returning from taking their son, 
Reid, to school one cold winter morning, she found her 
husband missing, his boots gone but his coat still hanging on 
the rack. She frantically called his name and followed his tracks 
in the snow as they led to a bridge over a ravine. For thirty- 
eight minutes she feared the worst, until she saw her husband 
trudging up the street in his pyjamas, carrying two containers 
of ice cream. 

Ms. Doherty’s response was relief, followed by anger at her 
husband’s thoughtlessness. Realizing how selfish he had been, 
Mr. Hannaford resolved at that moment to be drug-free. 

“T realized I could rely on the most powerful drug available: 
my family.” 

“Everyone in this room has been touched by mental wellness 
issues,” Mr. Hannaford told the students. “In 2020, at last we 
are heading toward transparency.” 

He feels his experiences taught him how to relate to students 
who have similar problems. “I am a more empathetic man 
because I suffer from depression,” he said. “Acceptance has 
been the greatest gift.” 

For the couple, the tables turned in 2014, just as Susan was 
finishing her first novel. She broke her arm, an accident that 
ultimately led to her being diagnosed with hemophagocytic 
lymphohistiocytosis (HLH), an extremely rare autoimmune 
disease that can cause victims to die within 60 days from 
multiple organ failure. 

While Hal and Susan were on vacation in Maine, her 
symptoms had spiralled out of control and they were 


summoned back to Montreal to see her oncologist. During the 
drive home, they saw a cloud in the sky shaped like an angel 
with outstretched wings. “She turned to me and whispered 
that we would be fine,” Mr. Hannaford recalls. “There was 
an incredible shift of energy between us. Some sort of higher 
power. Her certainty became my certainty.” 

“For the first time in our marriage, I became the caregiver,” 
said Mr. Hannaford. “It’s one of the greatest gifts | have been 
able to give my wife of 37 years: to return the favour.” 

After months of chemotherapy, they thought the HLH had 
been beaten, only to see it return with more ferocity. The only 
option was a stem-cell transplant, which ultimately cured her, 
but it was a long road back to health. 

“Pain and suffering are part of the landscape of being 
human,” Mr. Hannaford said. “Nobody is exempt.” 

“IT came to realize that owning the symptoms of any illness, 
whether it’s mental or physical, is the ultimate freedom.” 
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‘It was just so much fun.’ After 45 years, 


n a recent online tribute to retiring 

faculty, Senior Physics Teacher Tom 

Downey described his senior colleague 
Brad Moffat as, “The best teacher I’ve 
ever seen teach.” This 45-year veteran of 
Selwyn House recently spoke to Veritas 
about his career at the school. 


Veritas: When did you start in your 
career at Selwyn House? 

Moffat: In 1975, after completing a 
B.Sc. in mathematics and a diploma in 
education, I only applied for teaching 
positions in British Columbia. I promised 
myself I'd take the first job offered no 
matter where it was. A call came from the we 
headmaster of a very British-sounding ff OF 
school, Selwyn House, in “Westmount”. | q a 
I asked in which part of B.C. Westmount a 
was. Long silence on the other end 
of the line.... “Its in Montreal.” Sadly, that was not the most 
embarrassing part of the interview process. I started my first job 
at Selwyn House that September. It took me five years to figure 
out how they got my name. 

In my first year, I taught three Grade 9, two Grade 10 and 
two Grade 11 physics classes, volunteered with the computer 
science club (a teletype machine connected to a US university) 
and started an informal chess club at lunch. I was told that I 
should really help coach a sport, so I volunteered to help with 
cross-country running and dabbled in the racquet sports. 

After running, Bill Kershaw introduced me to cross-country 
skiing. It was a joy to share this wonderful sport with students 
for a few decades. Later on, in the fall and spring seasons, I was 
offered a chance to learn and coach rowing, the sister sport to 
cross-country skiing. Driving the school bus to practices at the 
Olympic Basin was a bit of a chore, but the facility, its staff and 
the sport enriched my life and that of many boys. Selwyn House 
has produced a number of competitive rowers who still compete 
today. 

While physics was my mainstay in the classroom, I also 
loved mathematics, and taught the occasional course. A career 
highlight was teaching calculus one year. On the first day, we 
used hand puppets and a melon to introduce slope and volume. 


Veritas: How has Selwyn House changed over the years? 

Moffat: ‘There were no cell phones and no personal computers 
when I started. 

I was hired as the physics “master,” not teacher. We wore black 
academic robes to class every day in the old British style. In that 
same style, there were canings, as well as detentions. 

Selwyn House had made a name for itself as a premier school 
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in Canada for producing lawyers and 
politicians. Bill Kershaw and I were hired 
to balance the curriculum and try to get 
students interested in the sciences. We 
were told that our arrival dropped the 
average age of the science faculty by 80 
years. The outgoing chemistry master had 
been Ernest Rutherford’s lab partner at 
McGill. True story. 

The headmaster told me that he knew 
little about science. He said that if I 
stayed on the first floor, he would stay on 
the second and wed get along just fine. 
On the second day of classes, the boys 
needed more space for a lab. They spilled 
into the hallway, and asked if they could 
work upstairs outside the headmaster’s 
office. That “yes” brought the first of 
many yellow slips saying “See me” in my 
mailbox. 

That first year, the caretaker made it his mission to have me 
fired. He would leave messages in wet chalk on the blackboards 
that said, “Fire this man!” which I had to chisel off each morning. 
I spoke to him and learned that he objected to lab equipment 
being left out for students to use. Imagine. 

During my second year, I petitioned to end caning. 

The computer club’s teletype machine was ripped out of 
the wall by the headmaster after a phone call from the police 
saying their station had been hacked by one of our students. 
This prompted me to ask the Board of Directors to reintroduce 
computers into the school. A small computer lab was set up in 
the back of the library. 

Teachers were not taxed for lunches. Government inspectors 
came around regularly. One time they were invited to stay for 
lunch. They noticed that the teachers were eating with the boys 
and our lunches have been taxed ever since. 

In the old dining hall, a teacher sat at the head of a table 
surrounded by seven boys, three on each side and a server at the 
other end. The server was responsible for bringing the food to 
the teacher, who dished it out. Announcements were made after 
every meal. 

One life-altering change I've noticed is that it rarely snows in 
November any more. In early years we would typically ski before 
the December exams. I have fond memories of skiing down 
Argyle. 

Certainly, my office has changed. It looked like those hoarding 
shows on TV when Mike Downey was assigned to share the 
space. I’ve been trying to clean up my act ever since. Mike has 
a way of bringing out the best in people. His first words are 
usually, “How can I help.” When Tom arrived, the office turned 
into the Oasis. It became a special place for staff and students to 
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physics teacher Brad Moffat retires 


relax. It was a bubble, a messy, chaotic, ebullient bubble. 


Veritas: What is the most important thing a student learns at 
Selwyn House? 

Moffat: My primary job was to teach physics, how to row, 
ski, or build a robot. My secondary job was to instill intellectual 
honesty, good sportsmanship and a love of learning. My most 
important job was to demonstrate why these were important. 


Veritas: What is the most important thing you have learned 
from students at Selwyn House? 

Moffat: That students need: 

* guidance, not rules, 

* motivation, not energy, (they have energy in abundance) 

¢ hard work, not easy shortcuts 

* mountains. “Challenge” is the wrong word. Mountains 
arent there to beat you. When you run to the top, they are not 
conquered. My guiding principle for running mountains: if it’s 
not fun, why do it? 

My advice to all racing teams: Go out there and give 90 per 
cent. Save 10 per cent for thinking and strategizing. Be strong 
and smart. Technical efficiency is worth more than brute force. 

Students taught me what works and what doesn’t. I ran 
pedagogical experiments on them all the time. Sometimes | 
would tell them so, sometimes not. Sometimes the new ideas 
worked, often they did not. Either way it was fun. (I found out 
about the Hawthorne effect many years later.) 


Veritas: What is your proudest achievement at Selwyn House? 

Moffat: Achievements were what the boys did. I was 
privileged to be able to provide support and some opportunities 
for their hard work. I was proud to be associated with many 
other fine teachers like wild Bill Kershaw, Monty Krindle, 
Bruce Glasspoole, Rob Wearing, Byron Harker, Mike and Tom 
Downey, Colin Boyle and too many others to name... 

We took pride in: 

* cross-country ski races, loppets and marathons 

* winning rowing races, especially against a McGill novices 
crew 

¢ the science fair team that built a computer from NAND 
gates 

* teamwork at robotics competitions 

¢ thousands of inventive ideas explored in student-designed 
labs 

¢ thousands of runs to Mount Royal Park in all kinds of 
weather. 

A few other memories: 

* playing tennis-ball soccer at lunch 

* rafting the Riviére Rouge and surviving a dozen recyclers 

¢ my brother-in-law riding his motorcycle into the lab to 
demonstrate small motors 


* a student testing water pressure with a 32-foot straw up the 
back stairwell 

* a student testing car tire pressure in an unconventional 
manner 

* rockets, rifles, explosives, steam engines, slingshots, bows 
and arrows, gamma rays, linear accelerators, potato guns, stuff 
dropped from the roof (including fish tanks and sledgehammers) 

* congenial visits from the fire department and SWAT team 
following some of the above 

* computer sorting and TSP algorithm competitions with 
students, which forced me to learn machine language 

* electric U.S. Postal vehicles with a speedometer designed at 
Selwyn House. 

I tried to make the Physics Lab a safe place for students, 
intellectually. Physically, maybe not so much. There were times 
when my classes felt more like the photo above. 


Veritas: What do you know now that you wish you had 
known when you started here? 

Moffat: I know now how lucky I was to be hired by Selwyn 
House. [I'd like to thank all the headmasters who supported 
me through the years: Troubetzkoy, Manion, Mitchell and 
Hannaford. I owe them and the school more than I can say. 

As for teaching, I wish I had realized that teachers don’t need 
to have all the answers. I’ve learned that each student will tell us 
what he needs in some way. 

To learn anything new, an organism will be in disequilibrium 
(read “discomfort”) Expect it, plan for it. My job was to push 
students out of their comfort zones and watch them fight their 
way back. 


Veritas: What are your retirement plans? 

Moffat: | presented a list of my retirement plans to my wife, 
Barbara, 14 years ago. They included academic projects, sports 
and some teaching on the web. She reminded me that Selwyn 
House was paying me to do all of those things. So, I stayed, 
maybe longer than I should have. It was just so much fun. 
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School of Life: Jon Kay on the virus 


n May 15, the Selwyn House Experiential Education 

Department invited Old Boys and guest speakers to give 

online workshops to SHS Middle & Senior students 
via Zoom. Called the School of Life, the program included 
workshops by Old Boys and friends of the school. 

As a journalist with an engineering degree, Jonathan Kay ’85 
told students at the May 15 School of Life online event at Selwyn 
House that he was frustrated by the gap in practical information 
about how the novel coronavirus is spread in our society. 

Researching the topic for Quéillette magazine, where he is 
Canadian editor, Jonathan made his own analysis of reports 
from the pandemic to try to make sense of the sometimes 
contradictory advice coming from government and medical 
sources. 

“Tve tried to argue for a little more science in how we 
implement social distancing rules,” he said. 

Jonathan was intrigued by an event known to emidemiologists 
as a “superspreader,” where an unusually large number of people 
are infected at a single public event. Most of these take place in 
an enclosed space filled with people engaging in any loud activity 
that involves singing, shouting or other vigorous vocalizing. 


Old Boys’ Assoc. news 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

21st Annual Young Old Boys’ Barbecue - Aug 19, 2020 
42nd Annual Montreal Old Boys’ Reunion - Sept 25, 2020 
Pounder’s Day - Nov 26, 2020 


Virtual Golf raises $40,850 

The First Annual Old Boys and Friends’ Virtual Golf 
Tournament, held on June 11-12, 2020, raised $40,850. Highest 
scorers were: Stephen Tsoukas 2006 - 7, Glenn Funamoto (Parent 
of Old Boy) - 7, Gail Gavan (Former Staff) - 6, Geoff Dowd 
(Former Staff) - 6, Scott McMillan 2002 - 5, Fiona Cooper 
(Former Staff) - 5, Jeffrey Lee 2010 - 5, Christopher Blake 2000 
- 5, Holden Powell 2017 - 5. The top four golfers will have their 
names engraved on the Tim Shorter’s Downunder Trophy as 
our winning foursome for this year. 


New OBA Board elected 

The Montreal Old Boys’ Reunion on September 27, 2019, (see 
page 21) included the Annual General Meeting of the Old 
Boys’ Association. The following Old Boys were named to the 
executive: Joshua Wisenthal ’99 was elected as the new president 
for the 2019-2020 term, replacing outgoing president Charles- 
Alexandre Vennat 2014. The new vice-president is Kyam Shell- 
Schnitzer 2008. Other board members are: Mohsen Aziz 
2003, EJ Boffey 2012, Evren Boisjoli 2008, Aria Khiabani 
2019, Thomas Konigsthal ’74, Sean McKinnon 798, Benjamin 
Spencer 2000, and Jason Tsoukas "99. 
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“Certain kinds of events are 
extremely likely to spread the 
disease, but a huge amount of | 
behaviours remain fairly _ safe,” 
Jonathan told the © students. 
He found the — superspreader 
phenomenon occurred at religious 
gatherings, musical events, and 
curling bonspiels, but found no 
instances in movies, theatre events, 
or on air flights, where everyone is 
facing the same direction. 

“Do you think things will go 
back to normal soon?” one student asked. 

“No,” he said, but, “Life will go on.” 

Other Old Boys taking part in the workshops were: J.J. 
Molson 2014, Benjamin Bedard 2013, Kyam Shell-Schnitzer 
2001, Dr. Don Vinh 92, Luke 2018 and Dylan 2017 Kalaydjian, 
Aria Khiabani 2018, Jake Star 2017 and Gabriel Dannenbaum 
2016, Will McLernon and Israel Tamale (both 2017), Reid 
Hannaford 2012 and Evren Boisjoli 2008 and Thomas Dalton 
DRONE 


Career Day returns 


his year, Selwyn House 

School brought back _ its 

annual Career Day for Senior 
School students. On Noy. 12, all 
students got the chance to select 
from sessions featuring 15 guest 
speakers from various professions. 
The speakers represented a talented 
and diverse group of Old Boys and 
Selwyn House parents with careers 
in art, business, law, medicine, 
technology and more. Old Boy 
speakers were: John Kardos °83, 
VP of Business Development, 
RMC; Evren Boisjoli 2008, Founder and Post Producer, 
Outpost MTL; Nic Cabana 2006, Senior Animator, 
Framestore; Michael Kronish ’86, President and Executive 
Producer, PHI Studios; Liam Paull ’99, Assistant Professor, 
Université de Montréal; Edward Garson 89 Software 
Engineer and Technology Consultant; Adrian Schauer ’96, 
CEO, AlayaCare; Trevor Ham ’87, Brand and Strategy 
Consultant; Justin Vineberg ’88, Partner, Davies, Ward, 
Phillips & Vineberg; Dylan Jones 2003, Criminal Attorney, 
Boro, Frigon, Gordon & Jones; and Dr. Dino Zammit 
2006, Plastic Surgeon, McGill University Health Centre. 


Dr. Dino Zammit 
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Justin Trudeau’s 2005 visit to Selwyn House 
foreshadows his political message of today 


n October of 2005, Selwyn House hosted the International Independent Schools’ Public Speaking League (IISPSL) competition, where 
170 of the most talented students from independent high schools in Australia, Scotland, England, Cyprus, Bermuda, the United States 
and Canada competed. Keynote speaker for the awards banquet of this event was a young Justin Trudeau, in his pre-political days. He 
had been invited by Kathleen (Kathi) Biggs, Head of the Selwyn House Senior English Department, and host of the competition. The 2005 


article below reveals a great deal about the prime minister and what his personal views were 15 years ago. 


Trudeau an inspirational prankster 


t was horrible. Justin Trudeau, 

scion of what has been called 

Canada’s royal family, who inspired 
his countrymen with the eulogy he 
delivered at the funeral of his father— 
himself the most eloquent of Canada’s 
Prime Ministers—had consented 
to give the keynote speech at the 
awards banquet of the International 
Independent Schools’ Public Speaking 
League (IISPSL) competition at 
Selwyn House. Surely this dashing 
and energetic young fellow would 
dazzle us all with what he had to say. 

But, when Trudeau came to the 
podium and began to mumble his way 
through a pedantic ramble about the 
importance of oratorical abilities in 
ancient Greece and Rome, fidgeting 
and scratching, once or twice glancing 
up at his audience like a deer in the 
headlights, our hearts sank and surely 
every person in the room wanted to 
crawl under the table and hide. 

After a few agonizing lines of this, a nervous titter began to 
spread across the room, then quickly grew to the boiling point 
and broke into a round of laughter and applause as the relieved 
audience got the joke. 

Flashing a broad, mischievous grin, Trudeau instantly 
snatched the microphone from its stand and began to stalk 
the stage, launching into an impassioned motivational speech 
unlike anything heard at Selwyn House in recent memory. 

“T figured you guys had seen so much smooth talking over the 
past couple of days that I had to at least give Kathi [Biggs, Head 
of Senior School English Department and IISPSL host] a bit of 
a heart attack,” he explained with a chuckle. 

His father must have been pirouetting in his grave. 

“Tr’s been drilled into you that you are the leaders of tomorrow,” 
he told his young audience, delivering the last four words in a 
Darth Vader voice. “You are the leaders of today,” he corrected. 
“The choices you make—the things that you decide to do, 


the topics that you decide to wax so 
eloquently about—matter.” 

He recounted his own experience 
in school debating, how he learned 
that speaking skills alone are not 
enough, that one must use his ability 
to promote the values he truly believes 
in. 

“T realized,” he said, “that to get up 
and say things so passionately and 
enthusiastically and convince people 
of this and that and get them to vote 
for me and have people say ‘Oh wow 
wasnt he a great speaker—wasn’t 
enough.” 

He challenged the young 
thetoricians to go beyond the form 
of their art and tackle the important 
issues of the day. 

“You are here because you are 
effective communicators,” he said, 
“but wouldn't it be nice if you had 
something to say? You do. Everyone 
in this room has a powerful voice. 
Start addressing the real issues.” 

He threw down the gauntlet to the bright young minds in 
his audience. “What are you doing right now to make the 
world a better place?” he asked. “The ability to communicate, 
the ability to persuade, the ability to lead with your voice, is 
an extraordinary gift. What are you are going to do with these 
gifts?” 

He warned his listeners to avoid the common tendency to let 
someone else worry about the big picture. “There is no one else,” 
he said. 

He urged the young public speakers from around the world to 
return to their home countries and think about citizenship and 
what it means. 

“Citizenship,” he said, “allows one to make bigger choices 
than just for yourself. 

“We're counting on you to make the right choices.” 
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J.J. Molson: Milestones on the road to LA 


always knew that LA was where I wanted to be,” said 

Old Boy J.J. Molson 2014 speaking at the Selwyn House 

School of Life online event on May 15. For J.J., the road 
from Selwyn House to UCLA was an expressway, but one with 
interesting stops along the way. 

At SHS, J.J. concentrated mostly on soccer, only moving to 
football when he went to John Abbott, where he began to be 
noticed for his kicking abilities. J.J. gives credit to David Smith 
2012, who played football for Dartmouth after Selwyn House, 
for introducing him to football camps, where he caught the eye 
of several top-10 universities in the US. He was ranked No. 1 at 
Chris Saylor’s camp in Las Vegas. 

“T followed in David’s footsteps and attended these camps,” 
says J.J., “and saw the potential to play in the US. I got a lot of 
interest from several schools, but it came down to Alabama vs. 
UGUAS 

On May 15, Selwyn House Athletic Director Mike Maurovich 
introduced his guest speaker as “the only man to ever say ‘no’ to 
[University of Alabama Football Coach] Nick Saban.” 

In 2015, Alabama called him to the school for a tryout. He 
was at a private workout in front of Coach Saban. “I was kicking 
30, 35-yard field goals,” J.J. recalls, “and I had made every 
attempt up to 55 yards. But I missed my last attempt by two 
inches. The special teams coach said, ‘J.J. you're good, let’s get 
ready for some kickoffs.’ 


Letter from Pat Marsh 


Toronto, 6 October, 2019 
Dear Headmaster, 

A voice from the School’s past saying Hello. I will be out of 
the country in November and, with regret, unable to come to 
the Founder’s Day ceremony. Please convey my congratulations 
to Minna Shulman for her Speirs Medal. Reading the Veritas 
magazine, she sounds like a wonderful choice. My being a 
Speirs Medallist myself is an honour that I have treasured these 
many years. I remember my 20 years at SHS with considerable 
nostalgia. 

Reading this edition of Veritas [2018-2019], I am impressed 
with the breadth of activities and achievements that you and 
your staff have accomplished in this era. You have travelled 
giant steps. 

I joined the staff for the last two years of Dr. Speirs’ tenure. 
Then, it was a fine school in the English tradition of centuries 
past. Alexis Troubetzkoy’s arrival brought the school into focus 
with the changing ideas of the second half of that century. It 
was an exciting time. Congratulations to Kathy Funamoto and 
Carol Manning for staying the course and being so valuable all 
these years. 

I was in tears at the reunion pictures of “boys” I knew, being 
middle-aged men. Being a woman, | find it impossible to 
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“But Saban said, ‘No. Do it again.” 

“He wanted to see whether I could bounce back from a miss,” 
J.J. said. “I made that kick and after the workout he offered me 
a full scholarship.” 

But J.J. was looking at the big picture. “Football can only 
take you so far and only lasts so long,” he told the students. “I 
knew the networking I could do in LA would secure my future.” 

In the airport, already booked on a flight to Los Angeles, J.J. 
phoned UCLA and told them what Alabama was offering. They 
agreed to match it. So, J.J. went to UCLA, where he became the 
first freshman starter in the team’s history and became one of 
only four UCLA players to take part in the 2020 NFL Scouting 
Combine showcase in Indianapolis in February and March. 

The Combine announcement turned up the volume on the 
buzz generated around what seems to be J.J.’s imminent move to 
the NFL from college ball. 

Currently completing his Bachelor of sociology degree at 
UCLA, J.J. has already had interviews with the Packers, the 
Chargers and the Giants, and is even considering the Canadian 
Football League. 

“Most likely I’m going to end up playing for the Los Angeles 
Chargers this summer,” he told the Selwyn House students. “I 
can always go back to the CFL for the Hamilton Tiger Cats.” 

If you want to make it to the big leagues, J.J. says, “Everything 
is about preparation.” 


believe that I, myself, am 94. Centuries are so short nowadays. 

Tears continued when I read the article on Pat Shannon 
pictured with Geoff Dowd (one of my favourite people.) I had 
many talks with the Shannon family of my time—wonderful 
people, including David who, in a difficult time, started AIDS 
community CARE. In retirement I worked with this caring 
organization for the years that we stayed in Montreal. Selwyn 
taught VERITAS and AIDS taught compassion. We all walk 
many paths. 

I was delighted to read about the Rob Wearing Memorial 
Award. I remember him with love and admiration. As a young 
head of the sports department, he was incredibly supportive of 
this “upstart woman” who thought that all the boys needed the 
magic in poetry, drama, art as well as the lyricism of athletics. 
Just looking at this year’s cover of Veritas warmed my heart. 

I was a little envious of others who have stepped off the stage 
after lives well spent, Jim Iversen and Fred Tees, both good 
men and true. 

The school is growing up!! 

So many ghosts. 

Congratulations and good wishes to all. 


Pat Marsh, Selwyn House staff from 1964 to 1984 


On Feb. 12, 2020, Vince Guzzo 
’86 (seen here with wife, Maria) was 
named Person of the Year for 2019 by 
the Canadian Italian Business and 
Professional Association (CIBPA). 

The first person to be chosen for 
this honour was Montreal Mayor 
ean» Drapeau, in 1967, for his 
contribution to the success of EXPO 
67. Since then, recipients have 
included such notables as Charles 
Bronfman and Jean Beliveau, as well 
as Dr. Francesco Bellini and Claudio 
Bussandri, both parents of Selwyn 
House Old Boys. 

Vince is a Canadian entrepreneur, 
philanthropist and __ television 
personality. He currently serves as 
CEO of Cinémas Guzzo, Groupe 
Guzzo Construction Inc., Guzzo 
Medical and Guzzo Hospitality. 

At Selwyn House, he has sat on 
the SHA Board of Directors since 
2015, as well as serving on the Old 
Boys Board from 2003 to 2006. He 
has been a staunch supporter of Old 
Boy events such as the annual Old 
Boys and Friends’ Golf Tournament, 
which he won in 2014. 

Vince has four sons who have 
attended Selwyn House: Angelo 
2015, Vittorio 2017, Vito 2022 and 
Delano 2026. 
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On May 18, 2019, Andrew Fitzpatrick 2007 married Julia Strubell in Palamos, Catalonia, 
Spain. The newlyweds are now living in London, England. “For the wedding, we managed 
a nice Selwyn House Reunion of 17 Old Boys,” says Andrew. In the photo, from left, are: 
Jeffrey Fitzpatrick 2012, Colin Fitzpatrick 2010, Jack MacCulloch 2008, Alex Vit 2007, Bryan 
Fitzpatrick ’74, Alex Mayer 2007, Julia Strubell, Will MacCulloch 2007, Matthew Palardy 
2007, Andrew Fitzpatrick 2007, Jon MacDougall 2007, Bryan Altman 2007, Ryan Quinn 
2007, Robbie Fitzpatrick 2009, Tim Fitzpatrick ’77, Fred Saleh 2007 and Dylan Brophy 2007. 


2002 


On Sept. 
T2019) 
Torrey 
Mitchell 
2002—the 
only Selwyn 
House 
graduate 
ever to 

play in the 
NHL—was 
inducted 
into the 
Athletic Hall of Fame at the University 
of Vermont, where Torrey attended after 
graduating from Selwyn House. 

Torrey was team captain and played 
for three seasons with the UVM 
Catamounts before going on to play 
10 seasons in the NHL. Torrey was 
also in the news recently for opening a 
hockey training school with Pete Lenes, 
another pro player who was Torrey's 
teammate from 2005-2007, when the 


A 


© . TORREY 


two played for the University of Vermont 
Catamounts. 


2011 
Michael 
Forian 
2011 visited 
Selwyn 
House on 
October 
2 as the 
Conservative 
candidate for 
the riding of 
Ville-Marie— 
Le Sup- 
Ouest—Ile- 
des-Soeurs 
in the October 21 federal election. 

The last time Michael visited Selwyn 
House was in September of 2018, 
as campaign manager for Jennifer 
Maccarone, Liberal candidate in the 
Quebec provincial election. Prior to this, 
Michael served as a political advisor 
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Mark Minogue 2007 writes: 


“This summer, | was very fortunate to marry the love of my life, Ms. Véronique 
Boudrias, whom | met three years ago while skiing in Mont-Tremblant, Quebec. We 
were married on August 18, 2019 at the Belvedere, Montreal Science Centre, among 
close friends and family. There was a strong Selwyn House contingent among us from 
the famous Class of 2007. Five of my six groomsmen were Selwyn House Old Boys, 
which goes to show that there are no limits on Selwyn House friendships. | will always 
cherish my 11-year Selwyn House experience, and | want to thank the great faculty, 


coaches and peers. Go, Gryphons!” 


From left to right: Sam Gilbert 2007 (2nd from right), Zak Shiller 2007, Chris Au 2007, 


Robert Abelson 2006 and Tim Charron 2007. 


within the Quebec Liberal government 
of Philippe Couilliard while completing 
his degree in Indigenous Affairs at 
Concordia University. 


2013 

After Selwyn House, Caleb Tse-Lalonde 
2013 spent two years at The Hotchkiss 
School and one year at Trinity College, 
both in Connecticut. He then went to 
university at Boston College. He graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science, majoring in 
biology and with a minor in finance. He 
was recruited in his final year, he chose a 
search fund company in New York City 
He lives and works in Manhattan, a not 
too distant neighbour of Jeremy Herman 


2013. 
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2014 

Former Gryphon wrestler Alex Moore 
2014 has become the first Canadian 
wrestler in 20 years to defeat a Russian 
wrestler at the World Championships. 

On November 3, 2019 Alex and 
Sam Barmish 2014, along with 
National Team Coach and Gryphon 
Wrestling Coach Rob Moore, competed 
in the 2019 U-23 World Wrestling 
Championships, held in Budapest, 
Hungary. 

This was Moore's sixth world 
championships appearance in various 
age groups, and Barmish’s first 
appearance. 

Sam lost his first match to a tough 
Slovakian wrestler. Alex defeated 
Georgia and Russia—the first such 


result in two decades—but ultimately 
fell to the eventual bronze medallist 
from Turkey. 


Cedrik 
Moore 2014 
was elected 
as Vice 
President 

for External 
Affairs for 
Bishop's 
University 
Student 
Represen- 
tative 
Council for 
2020-2021. “What a year to fill that 
role!” observes his dad, Old Boy Geoff 
Moore ’83. 


2015 

Josh Archibald 2015 was named an 
RSEQ All-Star for his efforts during the 
2019 McGill football season. Archibald, 
who is in his third year of studying 
management, was one of three defensive 
players from McGill named to the 


conference all-star team. 


2017 

Running Back O’Shae Ho-Sang 

2017 and the University of Calgary 
Dinos beat les Carabins of l'Université 
de Montréal 27-13 on November 

23 to win the Vanier Cup. After 
playing football for the Selwyn House 
Gryphons, O’Shae joined the Kent 
Hills School Huskies on offence, where 
he won six player-of-the-game awards in 
2018. This is his freshman year playing 
with the Dinos. 


2018 

The St. Paul’s School Big Red (9-0) 
finished off their undefeated season in 
fine fashion, beating Dexter Southfield 
35-20 at Gillette Stadium in the Dave 
Coratti NEPSAC Bowl on November 
15 to capture the league championship. 
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Louis Gervais 2008 married Sasha Adler on June 30 and got this great photo with some 
fellow Old Boys from the class of 2008. From left: Evren Boisjoli, Will Orr, Louis Gervais, 
Sasha Adler, Thomas Nichols, Denis Smirnov, and Sten-Erik Gruman (St-Georges). 


Stanford Li 2019 


The winning St. Paul’s squad featured 17th in the 400-m Individual Medley 


lel | -m fr le. 2 
three Selwyn House Old Boys: Jeremy | and 11th in the 400-m freestyle apes (tive deaaiecicrinmne sete 


Naimer 2018, Joey Corcoran 2018 The TYR Pro Swim Series is a eee ee: 

and Harrison Maurovich 2019. With nationally televised swim meet that ag ae os a cas a eae 
1:38 left in the first half, Maurovich attracts between 400-600 of the eee ae an aoe 
took a Luke McPhail pass back the world’s top swimmers, including USA a sae i 6 ae ate 
other way for a 32-yard interception Swimming National Team members, Gee ages. ee ; . ee I ae 
return for the tying touchdown. Junior National Team members and PA ee Se armas ng 


2019 

Stanford Li 2019 broke provincial 
records for the 800-metre and 
1500-metre freestyle competitions while 
competing in the U.S. at the Pro Swim 
Series, held January 16-19, 2020 in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Currently studying Pure and Applied 
Science at Marianopolis, Stanford is 
now committed to Columbia University 
for their Men’s Swimming and Diving 
Team. 

In Knoxville, Stanford was in three 
finals swims, putting in the fastest heat 
of the 1500 freestyle, finishing sixth 
for his best placement of the weekend 
and dropping 17.76 seconds off his seed 


time, says Swimming World magazine. 


er 


j S 


He trimmed 12 seconds in the 800- Because the 2020 Graduation ceremony had to be postponed due to the Pee tae ‘ 
; : : Trevor Aitken 2020 had a more casual family Grad occasion (with homemade hat) instead, 
m freestyle to take 10th place, and attended by brother, Angus Aitken 2017 (left) and father, lan Aitken ’81. 


finished 22nd in the 200-m freestyle, 
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Old Boy moderated summit of the 60s: 


ohn Timothy Irvine Porteous 

(SHS Class of 48) died February 

11, 2020 in West Vancouver after 
14 years with Parkinson’s Disease and 
Parkinson’s dementia. His five decades 
as leader and administrator in the 
Canadian arts community, his steadfast 
integrity, his deep-seated convictions 
that the arts were of vital importance 
to Canadian society, and his principled 
determination to do everything in his 
power to foster the country’s cultural 
development, earned him a widespread 
reputation as “the cultural mandarin’s 
cultural mandarin.” 

He was born in Montréal, August 31, 
1933, the son of John Georey Porteous 
and Cora Ann Kennedy. He studied law 
at McGill University (BA 54, BCL ’57), 
where he was co-author and associate 
producer of the 1957-1958 hit Canadian 
musical, My Fur Lady, which toured the 
country, and was acclaimed as “a timely, 
sometimes racy and nearly always funny 
spoof of national self-consciousness.” 
Attending a World University Service 
seminar in West Africa on behalf of 
McGill the same year, he became firm 
friends with a fellow participant, Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau. They were vacationing 
together at Club Med in Tahiti a decade 
later when he accidentally became a 
matchmaker, introducing Trudeau to 
an 18-year-old acquaintance from West 
Vancouver named Margaret Sinclair. 

The following year, on what was to be 
a two-year leave from his law practice 
in Montreal at Bourgeois, Doheny, Day 
& Mackenzie, he was put in charge of 
press and television relations and speech 
writing for Trudeau's successful 1968 
leadership campaign. When Trudeau 
became Prime Minister, Tim accepted 
his offer of a job as his chief speech writer, 
and after two years became Trudeau's 
Executive Assistant. Over his five years 
at Trudeau's side he became recognized 
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as (in the words of his Order of Canada 
citation) a “top-level political strategist.” 
Always delighting in the wordplay that 
had made My Fur Lady such a hit, Tim 
persuaded the campaigning Trudeau to 
tell the nation—this was the ’°60s—that 
he wanted to “put some pot in every 
chicken.” And it was Tim who wrote 
the goodwill message that Trudeau 
contributed to a commemorative disc 
that was left on the Moon by the Apollo 
11 astronauts in 1969: “Man has reached 
out and touched the tranquil moon,” he 
wrote. “May that high accomplishment 
allow man to rediscover the Earth and 
find peace.” 

He accompanied Trudeau on_ his 
famous 1969 meeting with John Lennon 
and Yoko Ono, with instructions to 
keep the conversation going in case of 
awkward pauses, and close it down if it 
became problematic. 

Not all encounters with fame were so 
harmonious. On a 1972 state visit by 
Richard Nixon, Tim refused a request 
from Nixon to open up the sculpted cast 
aluminium doors to the grand Salon 
at the National Arts Centre. The doors 
were works of art and required a curator 
to be opened. Not getting his way, Nixon 
took a personal dislike to him and later 
famously referred to him as “that bushy- 
haired fellow...ugly bastard. Probably 
left-wing.” He ordered his chief of staff 
H.R. Haldeman to plant a negative 
story about Tim with the Washington 
columnist Jack Anderson, but nothing 
came of it. 

Following his years with Trudeau, 
Tim was offered an ideal opportunity 
to work in the field he loved. He joined 
the Canada Council for the Arts, where 
he eventually became director. He 
was a master of inspired and inspiring 
leadership and what he achieved there 
in terms of protecting and advancing 
the cultural cause across the nation was 


perhaps his greatest single legacy. He was 
by no means all work; he was fascinated 
by the arcane ramifications of Ottawa 
bureaucracy and had a mischievous sense 
of fun (colleagues fondly remember him 
riding a unicycle around the corridors of 
Canadian cultural power). 

He was a man of great principle, 
and his conflict with the government 
over his insistence on the Council’s 
independence from political interference 
ultimately cost him the job. He later 
became ‘associate’ director | of ithe 
Canadian Centre for Architecture, and 
president of the Ontario College of Art 
and Design from 1988 until he retired 
ines VRS). 

Tim served on many Boards and 
Advisory Committees, among them 
the National Theatre School of Canada, 
the Montréal Symphony Orchestra, Les 
Grands Ballets Canadiens, the National 
Arts Centre, National Museums, the 
National Gallery of Canada, Royal 
Ontario Museum, the Toronto Arts 
Council, Ontario Arts Council, and 
many more. 

Tim was awarded the Order of 
Canada in October 2003, in recognition 


Timothy Porteous ’48 


of his public service, and _ received 
an Honorary Doctorate from Trent 
University in 1986. 

He was married to Wendy Farris, 
1968-1982 (daughter, Vanessa Bell 
Porteous). 

He married Beatrice Donald in 1987 
(son Nicholas William deLotbiniére). 
They eventually settled in West 
Vancouver in 1995, at the foot of the 
north shore mountains and within easy 
reach of Whistler-Blackcomb where 
Tim loved to ski and snowboard. He 
was a devoted father to Vanessa and 
Nicholas. Both are carrying forward in 


their personalities and their careers their 
father’s love for them and the arts. 

After his move to British Columbia 
Jim initiated 9a series Sof? annual 
Stephen Leacock lunches, honouring 
the memory of the great Canadian 
humorist, and devoted much energy to 
the promotion of the French language 
in Western Canada. He was predeceased 
by his sister Jennifer Marriott in 2012 
and is survived by his sister Camilla 
Ross of Vancouver. Bravo dear Tim! You 
can rest now, in peace. 

Memorial donations will be gratefully 
accepted by the National Theatre School 
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of Canada and applied toward the 
Timothy Porteous Prize, a bursary in 
support of promising musical theatre 
students. 

Montreal Gazette obituary 


John and Yoko meet PM Trudeau 


By Timothy Porteous 


In 1969, the Cold War had divided the world into two 
nuclear-armed rival camps competing for global dominance. 
Each believed the other was planning to destroy it. In this 
volatile situation John Lennon apparently decided that the 
celebrity he had earned as a songwriter and performer could 
make him an effective advocate for peace. In the spirit of 
the decade, peace was to be achieved by the relaxation of 
tensions between individuals, leaders and nations. 

Trudeau’s taste in music was eclectic. | remember him 
enjoying concerts by Lighthouse, lan and Sylvia and the 
Modern Jazz Quartet. He also enjoyed the company of 
musicians. Among his friends were Leonard Cohen, Barbra 
Streisand, Liona Boyd, Jean-Pierre Rampal and Guy Beart. 

Trudeau had been concerned about the Cold War long 
before he became a Member of Parliament and then Prime 
Minister. For the Prime Minister’s staff the principal 
objective of the meetings was not the discussion of music or 
world peace. It was to be a classic example of the political 
photo-op. 

With the Prime Minister's agreement; a meeting was 
scheduled for December 23, and was to consist of 15 
minutes of conversation and 15 minutes of photography. As 
I remember it, the meeting started almost on time but it 
lasted well beyond the scheduled fifteen minutes. This is an 


indication that Trudeau was enjoying himself since a Prime 
Minister can end a meeting whenever he wants. (When | 
became Executive Assistant in 1970, one of my functions 
was to “interrupt” meetings that were running overtime, a 
frequent occurrence.) 

The time passed very quickly. In an interview Yoko 
Ono acknowledged that Lennon was nervous, but to me 
he seemed quite at home. He was utterly charming, highly 
articulate, an amusing raconteur and, as you would expect, 
very entertaining. He spoke with a delightful “scouse” 
accent, which you could cut with a knife and spread on your 
crumpet. Trudeau, unusually for a politician, was a man of 
few words, but what he said was always interesting and to 
the point. Yoko Ono, spoke very little and, when she did, it 
was to support her husband. My own role was to keep the 
conversation going in case of awkward pauses, but, since we 
were all on the same wavelength, it wasn’t difficult to do. 

Most of the conversation dealt with the world situation 
and Lennon’s campaign for peace. Although Lennon and 
Trudeau adopted very different approaches to dealing with 
the problems of the Cold War, they were in agreement 
on its fundamental nature. Somehow a climate of mutual 
trust had to be created in which disarmament and peaceful 
diplomatic relations could begin. 

Our conversation ended with expressions of friendship 
and mutual respect. Lennon said, “If all politicians were like 
Mr. Trudeau, there would be peace.” Trudeau said, “I must 
say that Give Peace a Chance has always seemed to me to be 
sensible advice.” 
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« Walter Sherwin Gilman 
* Cottingham °43 died April 
1, 2020 peacefully at home 
in Toronto. Born in Montreal 
in 1928, Walter attended 
Selwyn House School and 
McGill University. At McGill, 
he met Virginia (Ginny) 
Clare, the love of his life, to 
whom he was married for 
67 years. His family, Ginny, 
his five children: Diana, Bill, 
David, Andrew and Tey, and 
eleven grandchildren: James, 
Emma; Walter, Kerry, Charlie; 
Edward, Jono, Wyatt, David, Alexander and Nico, were the 
centre of his life. Walter’s strong values are instilled in each of 
his children and grandchildren. Robert, Tina, Kathy, Caroline, 
Greg and Sally, his daughters and sons-in-law, enriched his life. 
His grandchildren fondly remember cold chairlift rides with 
math and history trivia, sitting on his lap riding the tractor and 
climbing Mt. Mansfield. In his 90s, despite all his health issues, 
he still persisted in rowing his ancient wooden rowboat across 
the bay at the cottage. While at McGill, Walter was an active 
member of the Alpha Psi chapter of the Zeta Psi fraternity. 
After graduation, he worked in Montreal for Armstrong 
Corporation, Pepsi-Cola and Cargill, then going on to co- 
found Formula Growth, which continues today. Walter moved 
to England, where he successfully ran Eagle Investments for 
many years. Walter had a dry sense of humour, insatiable 
curiosity and a passion for history. He valued friendships, 
honesty and hard work, and set high expectations for his family. 
Once a friend, you were his friend for life. He was our family 
poet, and never failed to write a thoughtful birthday poem for 
each of us. We appreciated the compassionate nursing support 
at the Oncology clinic of Mt. Sinai. Memorial donations may 
be made to: The Princess Margaret Cancer Foundation at www. 
thepmcf.ca or 416-946-6560 or 1-866-224-6560 (option 1), 
directed to the Lymphoma Research Fund. Waldenstrom’s 
Macroglobulinemia Foundation of Canada, 905-337-2450 
www.wmfc.ca Please consider donating blood to the Canadian 
Blood Services www.blood.ca 


Published in 7he Globe and Mail Apr. 4, 2020 


dy 


Walter Cottingham 


Alan Aitken ’46. May 5, 1932—June 6, 2020 

It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of 
Allan Osler Aitken, who died peacefully at the age of 88 in the 
MUHC’s Royal Victoria Hospital. 

Allan will be dearly remembered by his loving wife of seven 
years, Judith (Anderson), his children Ian (Mary), James 
(Caroline) and Jennifer (Frederic), his grandchildren Angus, 
Trevor, Fiona, Clare, Jack, Ella, Charlotte and Lily, his sister Jane 
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Aitken, and his many relatives 
and friends. Predeceased by 
hiseirst™ wite voarall® sally 
(Drysdale), in 2011 after 48 
years of marriage, and by his 
sister Sarah Stevenson in April 
of this year. 

Born in Montreal in 1932 
to Allan Anderson Aitken and 
Phyllis Amy Osler, Allan grew 
up in Westmount. He spent 
many memorable summers as 
a youngster in the Laurentians 
and at Lake Simcoe, where 
his love for skiing, sailing and 
fishing began. His education took him from Selwyn House 
School to Trinity College School and McGill University. He 
suffered from glaucoma and was eternally grateful that advances 
in modern medicine were able to save his sight. After working 
for a major Canadian bank, he became a partner at Lafferty 
Harwood & Partners where he focused on entrepreneurs and 
their public businesses until he retired to focus on his family, 
his books, his sailboat, his garden, and his friends. 

Allan had boundless curiosity and love for knowledge and 
his wide-ranging stories and willingness to share what he knew 
will be greatly missed and warmly remembered by his family 
and friends. His commitment to lifelong learning was matched 
only by his innate kindness, genuine interest in people, sense 
of humour, humility, and willingness to offer advice or lend 
an ear. His stories were loved, and, as he believed that every 
mouthful required 100 chews, mealtimes with Allan were as 
long as they were interesting. 

Allan was committed to quietly making a difference in 
the lives of others. He was a longtime board member of the 
Montreal Association for the Blind Foundation, ERS Youth 
Development, and Batshaw Youth and Family Centres 
Foundation. He was also co-founder of the Acorn Society. 

Allan’s family would like to thank the many wonderful 
people at Place Kensington and the Royal Victoria Hospital 
who provided an outstanding level of care during these 
challenging times. 

A celebration of his life will be held when conditions permit. 

For those who wish, donations in Allan’s name to The Old 
Brewery Mission or the Cedars Cancer Foundation would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Please consult and sign the virtual register at www. 
urgelbourgie.com 


Allan Aitken | 


Alan Besner 54 died after a long and courageous battle, 
on Friday, October 18, 2019, just before his seventy-ninth 
birthday. Beloved husband of Mona Mayov for forty-nine 
years. Outstanding father and father-in-law of Heidi Besner 


and Noah Milrod, Mitchell Besner and Keren Dudescu. Proud 
Papa of Jack and Beau Milrod, Stella, Coco and Bowie Besner. 
Devoted brother and brother-in-law of David and Edye 
Besner, Shirley and the late Raymond Besner, and brother- 
in-law of Glenda Mayov and Stanley Greenstein. Alan will be 
deeply missed by his nieces, nephews, family and all who knew 
him. Donations in Alan’s memory may be made to the Jewish 


General Hospital Foundation, (514) 340-8251. 


Dr. Harold Short ’53 

It is with profound sadness, 
but with cherished memories, 
that we share the news of the 
death of Dr. Harold Elford 
Gilmour Short He passed 
away peacefully at the age of 
79 in West Vancouver. He will 
be lovingly remembered by his 
devoted wife, Dawn, and their 
children Christopher (Lorinda 
and Mark) and Vanessa (Jeff, 
Alyssa and Samantha), as well 
as his brothers and sisters-in- 
law, nieces and nephews, and 
his dear cousins. Harry was born in 1937 in Montreal. His 
devoted parents were Colonel Harold E. and Mrs. Mabel F. 
Short. He attended Selwyn House, Ashbury College, the 
University of New Brunswick and finally, McGill University for 
his degree in dental surgery. He married Dawn (née Cotnam) 
in Ottawa and, with their wedding gifts in their Volvo, left 
Montreal to drive out west to Vancouver. He established a 
family dental practice and served on several hospital staffs in 
New Westminster. He was respected and admired by both 
colleagues and patients for his professional and kind nature. 
Harold and Dawn recently celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary last summer among close family and dear friends. 
Our Harry was a darling husband, a proud father and a beloved 
“Grandude”. He had a wonderful sense of humour and an 
endearing smile. He was a social gentleman and a diligent 
scholar with an extremely generous spirit! We miss him terribly 
and he will forever remain in our hearts. A memorial service 
was held on Sunday, April 3, 2016 for his immediate family 
at St. Timothy's Anglican Church in North Vancouver. Our 
Tribute to dear Harry’s life took place on Sunday, June 12, 
2016 at the Stanley Park Pavilion Tea Room/ Ballroom. 
Vancouver Sun obituary 


Dr. Harold Short 


Peter Gordon 756 was born in Montreal March 26, 1942 
and died peacefully in Southampton, New York July 1, 2020. 
Peter grew up in Westmount, Quebec and attended Selwyn 
House School, Trinity College School and was an alumnus 
of Sir George Williams University. Peter started his career 
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in investment banking in Montreal and London, England 
and later moved to New York, where he worked for many 
years at Salomon Brothers, where he was made partner. 
Peter was happiest in Southampton, where he enjoyed time 
with his family, friends and on the tennis courts. He will be 
remembered for his kindness towards others and for his joie de 
vivre. There was not a party he did not enjoy. Peter is survived 
by his wife, Lucia Hwong, his daughters Sabrina and Sofia, 
his son Kingman, grandsons Stark and Cannon and his sister 
Cynthia Gordon Cundill. A private family service was held in 
Southampton, New York. 


Roderick Leslie Groome ’73 

July 30, 1955 — Sept. 20, 2019 
The Groome family is sad 
to announce the passing of 
Roderick Leslie Groome on 
Scprember 20. 2019 at eon 
Jerome Hospital. Rod died 
peacefully from complications 
arising from a recent stroke. 
Rod is survived by his mother, 
Christina Groome (nee 
Walker), by his older brother 
Reginald (Marilyn), by his 
younger brother Richard (Penny), by nephews Royce (Gulce), 
Reed (Kristine), and Ryan, by nieces Erica (Danny), Samantha 
(Jean-Marc), and Alexandra (Griffin), as well as their children 
Alina-Rose, Sean, Ella, and Mia. Rod was the son of the late 
Reginald K. Groome. Rod was a man true to his convictions, 
and he had a big heart to all those who knew him. In lieu 
of flowers, donations in Rod’s honor should be made to the 
charity of your choice, or to the Heart and Stroke Foundation 


of Quebec. 


Roderick Groome 


The life of Robert Fagan ’97 was taken too soon on 
Wednesday, July 1, 2020. He leaves behind his beloved wife, 
Renee Jarjour, his adored and adoring son Daniel, proud 
father Fred Fagen, sister and brother-in-law and best friend 
Holly Fagan and Jean Lacoste, and sweet nephew Jae-Lior, 
all of whom will forever miss “everything that is ROBBY!” 
Predeceased by his loving mother Doreen Fagan. Robert will 
be sadly missed by his extended family, many friends and all 
those whose lives he touched. Rob’s warmth, brilliance and 
gentle kindness will remind us of him and make us smile and 
enjoy every moment of every perfect day. A private graveside 
service was held on Friday, July 3. Shiva will be private. 


Frédéric Pfund 2009 passed away in Montreal, on April 20, 
2020. Born in 1992, he was the beloved son of Marie-Anne 
and Jéréme, and brother to Alexandre, Roxane and Soléne. 
Funeral Services will be held in Lausanne, Switzerland. 
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The Board of Directors and the Headmaster 


of Selwyn House invite you to celebrate 


the founding of the school and to honour 
the 2020 Speirs Medal recipient: 


Hal Hannaford 


Headmaster of Selwyn House School 2009-2020 


Thursday, November 26, 2020 Presentations will begin at 6:45 p.m. 
6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Spouses and guests are most welcome. 
Selwyn House School omplimentary hors d’oeuvres 


RSVP by November 20, 2020 and refreshments. 


pod elitr, 


SELWYN HOUSE 


VER PEK SINCE 1908 


Discover unique learning opportunities: 
Selwyn House @ Home and School 


95, chemin de la Cote-Saint-Antoine Waele SAA O31 7/5 
Westmount (Québec) H3Y 2H8 www.selwyn.ca 


Selwyn House School is a private English school for boys from Kindergarten to 
Grade 11, leading to a Quebec Secondary School diploma. 
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